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My maternal grandmother was a proud member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution or DAR. To be a member of the DAR, 
you have to document an ancestor who served in the 
Revolutionary War. A few years ago, I learned that my 
grandmother’s Revolutionary ancestor (or “patriot”) is Robert 
Nesmith. 

Robert Nesmith was a Huguenot or French Protestant. He was 
persecuted in Roman Catholic France in the eighteenth century, 
so he emigrated to the colonies. I’m proud to have him in my 
family tree. Nesmith wasn’t famous, but I do have at least one 
famous ancestor. He is…drum roll please…Walt Disney! 

People love to learn about their ancestry. In fact, genealogy is the 
second-most popular hobby in the U.S. and the second-most 
visited category on the web. It’s a billion-dollar industry of 
websites, TV shows, books, and DNA ancestry testing.  People also 1

enjoy learning about the ancestry of celebrities. That explains the 
popularity of “Finding Your Roots” on PBS and “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” on TLC. 

What you won’t learn on shows like those (or on Ancestry.com) is 
that…another drum roll please…all of us are royalty! That’s what 
“the image of God” means in Genesis 1. Let me explain. 

 Gregory Rodriguez, “How Genealogy Became Almost as Popular as Porn,” time.com, May 30, 2014.1
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In ancient Near Eastern societies (Israel was one), the king was 
thought to be the image of God on earth. God created the king to 
rule over others and to bear God’s blessings to them. This meant 
that—from the very creation of the world—some (kings) were 
destined to rule over others (the rest of us).  2

Genesis 1, however, declares that each and every human being, 
male and female, is the image of God, instead of the king. Indeed, 
the dramatic claim of this text is that all of us are kings and 
queens. No one, then, is destined to rule over any one else. 
Nobody is created to dominate or control anybody.  3

The Talmud is a collection of Jewish law and tradition dating 
between 100 and 400 AD. It consists of the Mishnah and the 
Gemara. In light of our royal lineage, a Talmudic sage teaches that 
angels walk before each person, proclaiming: “Make way for an 
icon of the Blessed Holy One!”  In the words of a Jewish scholar: 4

“It is hard to imagine a more revolutionary claim than that.”  5

This “revolutionary claim” should affect, should impact how we 
see and treat every person. Male or female, black or white, 
homeless person or custodian, prisoner or physician, native-born 
or immigrant, cashier or hedge fund manager—every one is 
royalty. Each and every person is worthy of being treated like a 
king or a queen. 

Jesus embodied this “revolutionary claim” in his words and 
actions. He taught his disciples, for example, never to “lord it 
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over” others. We’re to serve others instead, like one serving a king 
or a queen. And Jesus lived it in how he honored and highlighted 
the worth and dignity of outcasts and sinners and those on the 
lowest rungs of society’s ladder. 

Tom Long, a Presbyterian pastor and retired professor of 
preaching, tells the true story of a candidate for ministry we’ll call 
Julie. Julie was meeting with a committee that was helping 
prepare her to become a pastor. During the meeting, a member 
pointed out the window to someone walking by. That member 
asked Julie: “How would you describe that person theologically.” 
Julie answered: “That person—whether she knows it or not—is 
created in the image of God.” 

Imagine what our lives would look like if we took that 
“revolutionary claim” to heart. Imagine internalizing this Biblical 
truth that every person we meet is worthy of being treated like a 
king or queen.  6

God needs us to do that because we live in a world where white 
people still see people of color as less human, less worthy than 
themselves. People of means still see the poor as less human, less 
worthy. Able-bodied people still see the disabled as less human, 
less worthy. Men often don’t treat women like queens but instead 
like “objects” to dominate, control, degrade, or even assault.  7

Imagine internalizing the Biblical truth that every human being is 
worthy of being treated like a king or queen. Including ourselves. 
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Yes, this “revolutionary claim” should affect, should impact how 
we see ourselves, too. I especially want our children, our youth, 
and our confirmands to hear that, to believe that you yourselves 
are royalty, to know that you have that inherent, God-given worth 
and dignity. 

I especially want you to hear this because I know that how you see 
yourself is often attacked. A high school girl at a former church I 
served doubted her worth one day. She was hurt by something 
that occurred at school and posted on Facebook: “I must not be 
good enough.” In a private message, I reminded her of her 
inherent, God-given worth. I assured her that she was good 
enough in God’s eyes because we know she is royalty. 

It’s true that people love to learn about their ancestry. Wouldn’t it 
be good, so good if there were a TV show that not only traced a 
person’s family tree but traced it—and every person’s family tree
—to its very roots: to the Biblical truth that all of us are kings and 
queens? It would be a reminder to see every person, including 
ourselves, as worthy of being treated like royalty. “Make way for 
an icon of the Blessed Holy One!” 

Alleluia! Amen.


