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In a sermon a couple of Sundays ago, I urged us to “pay 
attention!” To pay attention because God is at work in our world. 
So, we could meet God any place (just as Jacob learned in the Old 
Testament story about his dream of a ladder to heaven). The 
emphasis in that sermon was the possibility of our encountering 
God any place. 

But how else is God at work in our world? Where else might we 
encounter God? Before we attempt to answer that question—and 
to hear God’s Word proclaimed—let us pray. 

Isaiah’s prophecy is about Cyrus. Cyrus was the king of Persia and 
the most powerful political-military ruler in the Ancient Near East 
at the time (in the 500’s BCE). 

God’s people Israel were still in “lonely exile” in Babylon at the 
time. But their seventy-year exile would soon end because Cyrus 
would conquer Babylon, just as he’d conquered other nation-
states in the region. 

Isaiah foretells how God will work through Cyrus to return God’s 
people Israel to the Promised Land. Even though Cyrus doesn’t 
know God, God will use him nonetheless to serve God’s purposes. 
Cyrus is an agent of God. 

Isaiah’s oracle is a notable example of how else God is at work in 
our world: through people. God achieves his purposes through 
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you and me and even through people who don’t know or believe in 
God, like Cyrus. 

So, we could encounter God not just in any place but in any 
person! 

The artist Denise Klitsie expresses this Biblical belief in her 
painting, “Surgery Scene and Mystical Floating Pieces.” (It’s 
copied on the front cover of the bulletin this morning.) 

What do you see in her painting? Doctors. Nurses. Six medical 
professionals in all operating on a patient in a surgical suite. We 
also see two large surgical lights overhead, IV stands, (what looks 
like) an ET tube, and other medical paraphernalia. 

The most prominent objects are on the tools tray in the colorful 
foreground. There are items we’d expect to see, such as surgical 
scissors, clamps, tweezers, and gauze. And, then, there are the 
“floating” items we do not expect to see, such as a pisanki Easter 
egg, a green branch of seven lilies in full bloom, a shell, and a lit 
candle. 

When I saw this painting, I thought of how God works through 
doctors and other health professionals to bring healing. 

Ecclesiasticus is a Jewish apocryphal work (that’s in Catholic but 
not Protestant Bibles) written around 180-175 BCE. It affirms this 
belief: “Honor physicians for their services, for the Lord created 
them…their gift of healing comes from the Most High…He gave 
skill to human beings so that the Lord might be glorified in his 
marvelous works. By [their God-given skill] the physician heals 
and takes away pain; the pharmacist makes a mixture from 
[medicines created out of the earth] (from Sirach 38:1-8).” 
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Like Cyrus, it doesn’t matter if medical professionals know or 
believe in God. God can still use them to heal people, to save and 
preserve life, to alleviate pain and suffering in this world. 

That’s why we pray for physicians, surgeons, nurses, therapists, 
EMT’s, COTA’s, and other health care professionals to be agents 
(or instruments) of God’s healing. We ask God to work through 
them to bring healing and wholeness. 

About this painting, Klitsie herself comments: “[I] wanted the 
tools tray in the foreground to have objects [laden with Christian 
meaning] that suggested something beyond physical healing was 
going on under the surgeon’s knife.”  Divine healing. Agents of 1

God. 

Some in the health care field see themselves as such. Listen to 
what Billy Graham wrote about his father-in-law Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell: “He was a highly skilled surgeon who served as a missionary 
in China before World War II and later practiced in the United 
States. Although he helped thousands during his long career, he 
always knew that only God could bring healing to his patients. He 
never entered the operating room without praying for God’s 
help.”  2

Yes, we could encounter God not just in any place but in any 
person. 

Even in a person who does something bad. 

Joseph’s brothers did something bad. They had sold Joseph into 
slavery in Egypt. Years later, they traveled to Egypt to obtain food 

 Quoted in “On Art,” The Christian Century, October 24, 2018, p. 63.1
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because of a severe famine in the land of Israel. They don’t 
recognize their brother Joseph, but he recognizes them. 

After revealing himself to them, Joseph says: “Do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for 
God sent me before you to preserve life…So it was not you who 
sent me here but God.” Later in the same story, Joseph explains to 
them further: “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as 
he is doing today.” 

Yes, we could encounter God not just in any person but even in a 
person who intends to do harm to others. They, too, can be agents 
of God, fulfilling his purposes. Just as God took a cross, an 
instrument of torture and death, and turned it into the ultimate 
symbol of sacrifice and love and healing. 

Where have you seen God at work through people? Through 
people in this congregation? How have you yourself been an agent 
of God? 

And where have you seen God at work even through people who 
don’t know or believe in God? Even through people who intend to 
do harm to others? 

Let us pray: Ever-present Lord, open our eyes of faith…wide…to 
see you at work in the world in any place and in any person. By 
your Spirit, help us to be present to your Presence at all times. 
Alleluia! Amen.


