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November 2018 Tower Talk  
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
     Thursday, November 22, at 12:00 PM 

 
        We Need You! 
 
If you’d like to be a part of this wonderful ministry to our church family and the surrounding community, please fill out the form  
below to let us know how you’d like to help. Place the form in the offering plate or return it to Deacon Liz Lively’s box in the church 
office. Please return this form no later than Sunday, November 11. 

 

Phone:   

Name:  

Email:  

 

Meal Preparation 
 

Corn Pudding:        
 

Pies (number): 
apple, pumpkin, pecan:  
 
 
 
Green Bean Casserole:  
 

Sweet Potato Casserole: 

 

 

 

 

Meal Service 
  

Turkey Carver       Meal Delivery: 
 

Set Up:     Kitchen Helper: 
 

Clean Up:           Transportation:  
 

Packing Takeout: 
 

 
Drop off times for Casseroles and Pies: 
Wed. 4-6 PM and Thurs. 9-10AM. 

Donate Money 
 

Please attach a check payable to Salem 
Presbyterian for “Thanksgiving Dinner.” 
 
 
 $ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Reel Advent” 

 
In Advent the sermons will explore Scriptural themes in three films and in the book “The    
Christmas Cup.” To prepare, we invite you to see Mill Mountain Theater’s production of “The 
Christmas Cup.” We’ve reserved a block of tickets for December 15 at 2:00 PM. Tickets are $20 
for children/youth and $25 for adults, and we can carpool from the church. If you’d like to join us, 
please contact Karen Nelson (karennelson24153@yahoo.com) and bring a check to SPC 
by November 15. We also invite you to these three films and showings: 
  

  December 1 at 2:00 PM “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

  December 8 at 2:00 PM “The Polar Express” 

  December 19 at 5:00 PM  “The Grinch” 
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A Word 
from Will  

 
Let Us Pray... 

 
Church Members  

 
Anne Bach, Charlotte Barnett, Bob 
Bullock, Carol Clapp, the family of 
Dottie Denison, Ben Dickerson, Judy 
Garst, Doug Hayes, Toni Jolly, Sandy 
Lipes, Billy Metzler, Anna Oedel, 
Mike Parr, Mike Pate, Mamie Sleeper, 
Wanda Thompson, Allen Whitmire, the 
family of Becky Wood, and John 
Wood. 
  

Family and Friends 
 

 Paul Henry Harrison, esophageal 
cancer (Jennie Ruhland’s uncle) 

 Jimmy Hughes (the brother-in-law 
of Linda Addington’s brother) 

 Erik Johnson (Jennifer Johnson’s 
husband) 

 Vina Lee Kearns (Bill Clapp’s  
      sister) 
 Cindy Meek (Rich Watt’s cousin) 
 Dr. John Midgley (Midge       

Sweigart’s brother) 
 John Midgley (Midge Sweigart’s 

father) 
 Rick Wimmer (Charlotte Barnett’s 

nephew) 
 Norma (Felicia Parsell’s mother)  
 

 
“I urge that supplications, prayers,      
intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people.” 
 

— 1 Timothy 2:1 

 
 
Tower Talk is published monthly.        
Submissions are due on the 15th of the 
month. 
 
Tower Talk is available in the      
sanctuary, in the church office, online 
(salempres.org), and by email. To      
minimize copying and postage costs, 
we invite you to join our email list 
(contact churchadmin@salempres.org 
or to pick up a copy at the church. 
 
The church uses photos of people and 
groups in print and online communi-
cations. If you object to the use of  
photos of you or your children, please 
contact churchadmin@salempres.org. 
Thank you. 

Have you seen the yellow “thank you      
JESUS” signs (see below) in peoples’ yards? 
I’ve seen them here and there in the Valley 
and spotted a number of them while jogging 
one morning through a neighborhood in 
Winston-Salem, NC, a couple of weeks ago. 
Maybe one of these signs sits in your own 
yard.  

 
When I see them, I 
think of Anne 
Lamott, who writes 
(in Traveling Mer-
cies, a book I highly 
recommend) that one 
of her two best pray-
ers is: “Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank 

you!” (The other is: “Help me! Help me! 
Help me!”) Seeing these signs this time of 
year, I also think of Thanksgiving, an oppor-
tunity to pause and reflect on the things for 
which we’re grateful. 
 
I thank Jesus for many things. One of them 
is you, my family of faith. I believe SPC is in 
a very good place right now, even as we 
strive to be more faithful as disciples and as 
a church. Having recently returned from a 
week of continuing education, I’m especially 
grateful for your support of such endeavors, 
which help me to be a more faithful and 
fruitful pastor. I’m also grateful for new  
initiatives like the CARE Team that will 
enable us to expand our ministry to members 
in crisis or with a special need. 
 
I also thank the Lord for our staff. Based on 

my own experience and on what I hear from 
other colleagues in ministry, our staff is  
outstanding. We’re truly a team, committed 
to leading, serving, listening, learning,    
loving, helping, and caring in Christ’s name 
and to doing the specific duties, responsibili-
ties, and work we’re called to do to the best 
of our ability—with the Spirit’s help—and to 
the glory of God. 
 
And I thank Jesus for: 

 All Saints’ Sunday, November 4, a 
day when we remember members of our 
church family who entered the Church 
Triumphant since this time last year. 
Following 11:00 AM worship that day, 
there will also be a short, special service 
of remembrance and thanksgiving in the 
columbarium. All are welcome. 

 Community Thanksgiving Dinner (see 
p. 1). Around tables in Gresham Hall 
and in the atrium, homeless families, 
people who’d otherwise be alone, those 
who call us family on Thanksgiving, 
and members break bread together. I’m 
grateful to Deacon Liz Lively and the 
entire Outreach Committee, Associate 
Pastor Janet Chisom, and you for bless-
ing others through this special meal and 
time of fellowship. 

 
Thank you, Jesus, indeed! What do you 
thank Jesus for? 
 
 

“Thank You, Jesus!” 

Go Deep... 
 
We encourage you to deepen your discipleship through Bible studies or classes at SPC and 
through personal devotional practices. Some resources for the latter are: The One Y ear  
Bible arranges Old and New Testament passages into daily readings; Our Daily Bread has 
short daily devotionals based on Scripture online at odb.org; and there are printed resources 
available in the rack on the wall at the back of the sanctuary at the church.  

To the Church Triumphant 
 

Becky Wood died on October  23. A Service of Witness to the Resur rection 
was held on October 30. 

Dottie Denison died on October  29. A Service of Witness to the Resur rection 
was held on November 1.  

We give thanks for Becky and Dottie and for their lives and their faith in the 
Lord, and we pray for their family members and friends.  
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DON’T FORGET! 

Greeters 

 Clay St. (9:20 AM): Jaime Fulcher 

 Main St. (10:30 AM): Norma Francisco 
and Janet Yost 

 Market St. (10:30 AM): Josh Akers 
 
Pulpit Assistants 
11/4  Susan Burnett  
11/11 Fran Ferguson 
11/18 Karen Nelson 
11/25 Sarah Eller 
 
Collections 

 Deacon Class of 2019 

 Bankers: Ben Fry and 
               Martha Pinkerton 
 

Diaconate Meeting:  
November 6 
Session Rep: Fran Ferguson  
 
Session Meeting:  
November 27 
Tower Talk Report: Faye Hastings 
 
Ushers: Team 1 
 
Children’s Worship 
11/4  No Children’s Worship   
         (Communion) 
11/11 Nadia and Rob Gard 
11/18 Faye Hastings 
11/25 No Children’s Worship           
  (Thanksgiving) 
  

Prayer of Dedication 
11/4  Ginny Keast 
11/11 Jaime Fulcher   
11/18 Josh Akers 
11/25 Martha Pinkerton 
 
Acolytes 
11/4  Kiley Weaver 
  Emma Johnson 
11/11 Andrew Crumpacker 
  Kaidan Garst 
11/18 Katelyn Crumpacker 
  Emily Johnson 
11/25 Katie Johnson 
  Henry Lugar 
 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 
This is the second in a series of “Autobiographies of Faith” in Tower Talk. Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the 
photographs and conducted the interviews (which are edited for length). In this month’s issue, we feature member Carolyn Greene’s  
“Autobiography of Faith.” 

 
As a child, I attended church with my mother on Christmas and Easter, but I didn’t really believe in 
God. The first place I really believed in something bigger than me was in the woods and at the 
beach. Flowers, snow, the myriad colors of sand, the smell of the forest, the complexity of the earth 
underneath a patch of grass, the waves rolling and rolling and rolling. And I always liked things 
that messed with my head: books, art, nature, and music, mostly. So I always felt there was some-
thing greater than humans. How could we be the coolest things ever created? 
 
When we came back to my husband Hunter’s hometown of Salem in 1988, we started going to 
church for purely social reasons. Young family + a small Southern town = church. I became a Dea-
con and learned more about the church, and I saw how much the church gave to the community and 
how much you could depend on the support of the church. And listening to our pastor at the time, 
Rev. Fred Webb, made me think. 
 
The watershed for me was when I served on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that called 

Rev. Dean Lindsey as pastor. One night, the PNC was meeting and somebody said, “All right, we’re going to go around the table and pray 
for each person on the PNC.” I was skeptical. But people around the room prayed, and when it was my turn, I literally felt a hand on my 
shoulder…and it rocked my world. That experience helped me begin to take the leap of faith. So, at age 35, I started on the path to believ-
ing in a divinity. 
 
I can’t believe that Jesus is the only path. Obviously, he’s a SUPER cool guy, really brave and revolutionary, and I’m trying to follow his 
example. But I just can’t believe that people who were born in Sri Lanka and raised Buddhist or that folks born in Morocco and raised 
Muslim need to follow the same prophet tradition that I follow. I feel as if we are all tapping into the same source of power and love, just 
calling it different things. Like looking at Poor Mountain from different angles. 
 
I love the community and fellowship of Salem Pres...it’s just full of great people!!! It’s important to me that our church members are not 
all alike. As I understand it, our church is about half liberal-ish, and half conservative-ish. Sometimes in the same family! We all think a 
little differently. I think it’s really, really important to continue a loving dialogue always…with open EARS as well as open mouths. 
 
One of the things that I like about being Presbyterian is the “scholarly tradition.” Somebody says something, even about the Bible, and it’s 
OK for us to say, “Wait, what?!?” We can have traditions and questions at the same time. I love having my brain and heart stimulated, 
provoked. Sunday School classes, RoundTable dinner discussions with middle school students, Joy Circle studies, sermons. I like it when 
somebody says something I don’t understand or agree with. 
 
Another thing I like about SPC is that it’s a wonderful platform for community service. Sure, I could maybe volunteer for Family Promise 
[a local ministry to homeless children and their families] on my own or have dinner with middleschool kids on my own or walk along the 
Greenway picking up trash on my own, but it’s much better to have a group to do it with. I think we can do more as a group than we could 
on our own. 
 
Also, I love the traditions of our church. While able to question, learn, and probe, we also pray in unison, sing together, and have yearly 
traditions. There is nothing like Easter morning, everyone standing, singing, “Christ the Lord is Risen to-day-ay, Ah-ah-ah-aahhhhh-
laaaaay-ay-luuu-uu-yah”!!! Just close your eyes, and let the love, and music, and the connection to the divine, and the community wash 
over you. 

The Greenes: Ruthiey, Hunter, 
Carolyn, and Mary Thorn 
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   Pre-Kindergarten (age 3-5)  Cherub Choir 9:30-10:00;  
          Sunday School 10:00-10:30 
   Kindergarten-Grade 5   Workshop Rotation:  Joshua 
   Middle and High School   Submerge  
   Journey On     Liking Jesus—Intimacy and Contentment in a Selfie-Centered World 
   Disciple              Disciple III:  Remember Who Y ou Are—The Letters of Paul 
   Kingdom Living    Kerygma—The Bible in Depth  
 
In November, the children will learn about Joshua—from his call to lead God’s people to how he knocked down the walls of Jericho. 
Throughout his life, God was with him, and he learned how to help the people remember God’s constant presence. “Let the children 
come” to us to learn through art, movie, and drama classes. For more information, please refer to the Christian Education brochure. 

Youth Group meets most Sundays from 6:00-7:30 PM. October was a 
busy month for us with a Youth Rally at Second Presbyterian and our  
annual Trick or Treat SOME (So Others May Eat) project for the Food 
Pantry. We’ve had FANTASTIC attendance and energy from both the 
youth and the volunteer adults. November will be just as exciting with 
a trip to the Food Pantry on November 4 and turnip catching on No-
vember 11. The complete schedule is available at the church, on the 
website (salempres.org), and is emailed to each family with youth in 
6th-12th grade. 

RoundTable, our Wednesday ministry to K-12th grade students 
continues through Wednesday, November 14. We meet from 
4:15-7:10 PM for choir, Bible study, recreation, dinner, and 
activities. It’s never too late to join in the fun, learning, and 
faith-formation. Schedules and registration forms are available 
at the church and on the church website (salempres.org).  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Sunday School  

RoundTable Youth Group 

RoundTable 
First Responder Night 

RoundTable 
Wacky Tacky Night 

Round Table 
Pet Night 

RoundTable RoundTable 

http://www.salempres.org
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To prepare for Sunday worship,  

please read the following texts beforehand.  
They’re from a lectionary used by churches worldwide. 

November 4 
   All Saints’ Sunday  

John 11:32-44  
 
 

 November 11   
Genesis 3:1-12 
Genesis 4:1-10 

 
 

November 18 
Mark 13:1-8 

 
 

November 25 
Christ the King Sunday 

Psalm 103 
John 18:33-37 

Revelation 1:4b-8 

 
Gresham Hall Art Show: “Gratitude” 

 
To coincide with Thanksgiving, our November  
Gresham Hall Art Show theme is “Gratitude.”   
During Advent, we’ll ask you to submit your photos 
online each week of Advent for the themes of “Hope,” 
“Peace,” “Joy,” and “Love.’ 

Did You Know? 
Memorial Service Reception Committee 

 
The Memorial Service Reception Committee organizes receptions following Services of Witness to the Resurrection for members of Sa-
lem Presbyterian. The Committee has witnessed what a blessing this time of gathering is for families. These receptions give family mem-
bers opportunities to visit with members of the congregation and friends in the community to reminisce about their loved one over re-
freshments. 
 
These refreshments are provided by this congregation as a loving expression of our sympathy and compassion for our fellow members 
who’ve lost a loved one. The Memorial Service Reception Committee is comprised of six teams who organize a reception on a rotating 
basis. The coordinator of each team calls on members of the congregation to provide food for the reception. Team members meet several 
hours ahead of time to set up the reception, to serve during the reception, and to clean up afterwards. At the end of each reception, each 
family never fails to express their gratitude for the reception and how much it meant to the family to have that time together. 
 
The Committee greatly appreciates all the food various members of the congregation have provided. We’ll continue to call upon mem-
bers of the congregation on a revolving basis as needed to provide comfort and care for our grieving church families.  
 

“As we have an opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 

— Galatians 6:10 

CARE Team 

We're assembling a new CARE Team to help members 
in crisis (e.g., health) or needing special assistance (e.g., 
birth of a baby). The CARE Team will send cards, make 
calls, visit, arrange rides, run errands, provide food and 
even help in the house or yard. If you'd like to be      
involved in this ministry of care and support (in the 
Apostle Paul's words: “bearing one another's burdens”), 
please contact Elder Susan Burnett (540-793-0414 or 
susanb3705@gmail.com). 

New Pictorial Directory! 
 

Members Larry Curfiss and Kate Robinson will take pictures 
for a new church directory that’ll be published at the beginning 
of 2019. Watch the bulletin and Friday emails for more details 
on scheduling your photo session. The new directory will be 
printed, online, and accessible on smartphones. 

Painting by G. Mozley 
From the SPC History Room  

Collection 

mailto:susanb3705@gmail.com
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MUSIC  
NOTES 

 

REED CARTER 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

AND ORGANIST 
 
 

Cherub Choir 
 

The Cherub Choir is doing a great job, learning new music, and having a good time together! The 
Choir is for children ages 2 ½—pre-K and meets on Sundays at 9:30 AM. 

 
 

Children’s and Youth Choirs 
 

The Children’s and Youth Choirs will sing in the 11:00 AM worship service on: 
 

      Sunday, November 11 

   Sunday, December 2 
  
These choirs will participate in the SPC Christmas Music Program on Sunday, December 9, at 4:00 
PM and will sing in the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve service on Monday, December 24. 

 
 

Chancel Handbell Choir 
 

The Chancel Handbell Choir rehearses each Monday at 7:00 PM. They’ll play in the SPC Christ-

mas Music Program on Sunday, December 9, at 4:00 PM and play in worship on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16.  

 
 

Chancel Choir 

 
All are welcome to join the Chancel Choir. We meet each Wednesday at 7:30PM. 
 
The Chancel Choir will participate in the SPC Christmas Music Program on Sunday, December 9, 
at 4:00 PM. 
 
If you’re interested in joining the Chancel Choir, please contact Reed Carter or just show up! We’d 
love to have you join us in making a joyful noise! 
 
 

SPC Christmas Music Program 
 

All music ensembles of Salem Presbyterian will present our Christmas Music Program on Sunday, 
December 9, at 4:00 PM. Please invite friends and make plans to attend! 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness!  
Come into His presence with singing!  ~  Psalm 100 

 

 

2 Catherine Caldwell 
3 David McClung 
4 Karen Conner 
 Ben Faulstick 
 Carolyn Greene 
5 Brian Chisom 
 David Conner 
 Jane Price 
 Maria Stallions 
 Karen Stovall 
6 Greg Hart 
 Doug Hayes 
7 Lindsay Faulstick 
 Paul Kaiser 
 Betty Moorman-Sweat 
8 Dianne Rakes 
9 Zach Beard 
 Angie Hannah 
 Lee Hipp 
 Katie Rotanz 
10 Anne Bach 
10 Matt Johnson 
 Clark Owen 
11 Reid Garst 
 Tim Howard 
 Kerry Morgiewicz 
 Kenneth Thompson 
 Jeanette Webber 
 Beverly Witt 
14 Norman Ferguson 
 Jennie Ruhland 
15 Jim Young 
16 Archer Dunkenberger 
 Cliff Lively 
 Bill Yagle 
19 Natalie List 
 Caleb Parr 
 B.K. Short 
21   Leigh Anna Fry 
 Carolyn McClellan 
 Sylvia Kaiser 
23 Annie Finch 
 Mark Hannah 
26 Mary Hanson 
27 Stephanie Bryant 
29 Norma Francisco 
30 Randy Beard 
 Leslie Dishaw 
 Walt Kearns 
 Doug Price 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Is your birthday on our calendar?  

If not, please call the church 
so we can add it. Thank you! 

“You say it’s 
your birthday!” 
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the 
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every     
activity under heaven.” — Ecclesiastes 3:1  

THE KEYS, PLEASE 
When Is It Time to Stop Driving? 

Remember the popular, Oscar-winning movie, Driving Miss Daisy, 
in which an elderly woman is forced to come to grips with her   
inability to continue driving safely? She rails against her loss of 
independence and takes it out on the driver hired by her son. No one 
takes change easily, and Miss Daisy was no exception. But at some 
point, we all realize there is a time and a season for everything.  
 
I Can Do It Myself! 
To adults of all ages, driving is a powerful symbol of independence. 
It means we can go wherever we want, whenever we want. We like 
the spontaneity and freedom it affords. And if we’re fortunate 
enough to live many years, there will come a day when we’ll need 
to turn in the car keys. Being able to determine just when that time 
has come requires careful examination and self-awareness. There is 
no “one-size-fits-all” solution. 
 
In the Driver’s Seat 
As we age, there are physical and mental changes that can affect our 
driving abilities that include: 

 Visual decline 

 Hearing loss 

 Limited mobility and slower response time 

 Loss of muscle strength and flexibility 

 Drowsiness due to medications or difficulty sleeping 

 Dementia (With any signs of dementia or brain impairment, 
limit driving and consult a doctor.) 

 
If you are experiencing any of the above, try the following: 

 
The Mayo Clinic’s Top 7 Tips for Older Drivers 

1. Stay physically active—this improves strength, coordination 
and flexibility. 

2. Manage chronic conditions—especially those that may affect 
driving ability such as low blood sugar related to diabetes or     
medications that can cause drowsiness. 

3. Schedule regular vision and hearing 
tests—these are common age-related    
problems that make driving difficult. Make 
sure your corrective lenses are current and 
if you were prescribed hearing aids, wear 
them while driving. 

4. Understand your limitations—for   
example, if arthritis is a challenge, use a 
steering wheel cover for an easier grip.    
(*If mobility is an issue for you, I would 
also recommend consulting an occupation-
al therapist or a certified driving rehabilitation specialist who can 
prescribe equipment to make it easier to steer the car or operate the 
foot pedals.) 

5. Drive under optimal conditions—avoid nighttime driving and 
rush hour traffic or driving when tired or taking medications that 
impair driving ability. Purchase a vehicle with “user-friendly”   
features and make sure it is kept in proper working order. 

6. Plan ahead—know the route you plan to take and get direc-
tions ahead of time to new destinations. 
7. Update your driving skills—local community organizations 
such as A.A.R.P. offer refresher courses for older drivers that may 
even earn a discount on your car insurance. 
 
Are You An Accident Waiting to Happen? 
There is no magic age when one should no longer get behind the 
wheel of an automobile. Everyone ages differently, and many    
seniors can continue to drive capably in their seventies, eighties, 
and beyond while others cannot, and 
more importantly, should not. Watch 
for these telltale signs of unsafe driv-
ing: 

 Driving at an inappropriate 
speed, either too fast or too slow 

 Confusing the gas and brake 
pedals 

 Ignoring or misinterpreting 
street signs or traffic signals, or   
failing to yield to cars or pedestrians 
who have the right-of-way 

 Difficulty changing lanes or 
making turns, especially left-hand 
turns 

 Hitting the curb or drifting across lanes 

 Making slow or poor decisions, unaware of pedestrians, bicy-
clists, and other drivers 

 Having difficulty turning head, neck, shoulders, or body while 
driving or parking 

 Having had one or more minor accidents or close calls 

 Becoming anxious, angry or confused while driving 

 Getting lost easily, even in familiar areas 
 
“The Grandchild Rule” 
Dr. Gary Kennedy, former president of the American Association 
for Geriatric Psychiatry, boils everything down to “the grandchild 
rule.” Stated as follows, “If a patient’s children don’t want the 
grandchildren in the car when the patient is driving, he or she needs 
to relinquish the keys before hurting someone else’s grandchil-
dren.” When it becomes evident that you or someone you know is a 
danger, not only to yourself but also to others, it is time to look into 
alternative forms of transportation. 
 
Shalom, 
 
  

Distracted Drivers 
Auto collisions involving 
cell phone use (talking and 
texting) account for more 
than 1.6 million crashes 
each year. Teens are more 
likely to text or talk on 
their mobile devices while 
driving, but adults do it, 
too. Never text behind the 
wheel and keep cell phone 
conversations, even with 
hands-free Bluetooth    
devices, at a minimum! 

Inflation is Good 
 
Tire inflation, that is! 
One in 4 cars has at 
least one tire that is 
under-inflated by 8 
pounds or more, and 
low tire pressure is a 
major cause of      
accidents. 
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A unique fellowship opportunity 
 
Who? Adult singles and couples at SPC. 
 
What? Eat dinner  and enjoy fellowship with fr iends, new and 
old. Each dinner group will have about 8 people (4 couples and/or 
singles with guests or other singles). The host provides the entrée 
while the others provide salad/bread, vegetable, and dessert. 
 
When? J anuary, February, March, and Apr il of 2019. Specific 
dates and times are determined by the host of each group for that 
particular month. 
 
Where? At par ticipants’ homes. You’ll host one of the four months 
and be a guest at someone else’s home the other three months. 
 
Why? To do what Jesus did—enjoy table fellowship with one 
another, meeting new people and getting to know others better! 
 
What else do I need to know? We’ll provide a list of who’s in each 
group each month, indicate each month’s host, and the part of the 
meal you’ll need to bring. This list will also include names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses of all participants. 
 
Questions? There are many church members who’ve participated 
in Amazin’ Grazin’ over the past several years and can answer any 
questions you may have. You may also contact member Teresa 
Auldridge at tauldridge@gmail.com, 540-309-0716 (cell), or 540-
389-0578 (home). 

 
If you’d like to participate, please complete this form and bring 
it to the church office by Sunday, November 25. 
 
Please check the appropriate category: 
 
_____couple  _____single 
 

_____single and single (signing up as dinner partners for all 
meals) 
 

_____single and guest (guest may vary from month to month) 
 

_____I cannot commit to 4 dinners; however, I’d like to be in-
cluded on a substitute list to possibly fill-in (with assigned 
food) for a regular participant who unexpectedly cannot attend 
a specific Amazin’ Grazin.’ I realize I may not be called to sub-
stitute. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________         
 

Address: __________________________________________ 
 

City and Zip Code: __________________________________ 
 

Phone: ____________________________________________  
 

Email address: ______________________________________ 

Hanging of the Greens 

It’s time to place orders for poinsettias and fresh wreaths that will be used to decorate the church during the Advent and Christmas seasons.  
The cost for each poinsettia is $15. Donations of any amount may also be made toward the purchase of greens. Please complete the order 
form below and mail or bring it to the church. Make checks payable to Salem Presbyterian Church and clearly mark them for “Poinsettia/
Greens Fund.” Your order and payment must be made by Sunday, November 25, so that we can reserve the sizes and varieties we use. If you 
wish, you may pick up your poinsettia/s after the 11:00 PM service on December 24. Please indicate below that you plan to do so. Thank you! 

 
Poinsettias OR Greens   

(circle one) 
 

Name of donor/s: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number desired at $15 each  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________ I will pick up my poinsettia/s on December 24 after the 11:00 PM worship service. 
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Advent Visits 
The holidays can be a difficult time for many of our members, including our homebound members 
and those living in nursing homes. They’re members of our family of faith, and particularly at       
Christmastime they appreciate visits from us, their brothers and sisters in Christ at SPC. 
 
Remembering them and our Lord’s call to visit the sick, the lonely, and the easily forgotten, we invite 
you to visit one of these members. We’ll provide a Christmas card and the name, address, and phone 
number of a member to visit. You would call them beforehand and visit them anytime between        
December 1-24. This may be one of the most faithful and meaningful things you do this Christmas 
season!  
 
To sign up, please fill out the form below and place it in the offering plate or in Church Administrator 
Carlene Hickman’s box in the church office by Sunday, November 25. Thank you! 

 
Your name:   
 
 
Your phone number:   
 
 
 

Your email: 
 
 
Name/s of a church member (nursing home or homebound) that you would like to visit:  (If no member is stated, we will assign one to you.) 

If there is a neighborhood or nursing home convenient for you to visit, please let us know: 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank God for our newly elected deacons and elders!  
 
       DEACONS                                                                                ELDERS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We thank and commend Norma Francisco and the rest of the Nominating Committee for their prayerful work, 

 and we welcome these officers who’ve answered God’s call to service in and through SPC! 

Debbie  
Bonham 

Rachel  
Burks 

Diane 
Holdridge 

Emma Smith 
Youth Deacon 

Kirbie Conner 
Youth Deacon 

Jim Bowen Evon Glasgow Lee Hipp Steve Lemons 

Reid McClure Felecia Parsell Midge Sweigart Jennie Watts 
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SPC SERVES! 
 
 

 This season, the Salem Fresh Ideas Garden (located on SPC property behind the 
Marshall House) donated 1,188.5 pounds of produce to the Salem Food Pantry. 

 

 In September, the Benevolence Committee assisted two families with rent or utilities for a 
total of $311.27. 

 

 The Outreach and Mission Committee approved sending $1,000 to Presbyterian Dis-
aster Assistance for hurricane relief. The Committee challenged SPC members to 
match that amount so that SPC would give at least $2,000. 

 

 The Outreach and Mission Committee also approved providing a $125 scholarship so that 
a Roanoke College student could attend the Young Life camp in Rockbridge County.  

 

ON THE MONEY... 
 
Other than the kingdom of God, Jesus says more about money than anything else. It matters to him what we do with it 
because it’s not ours but a gift from God. We’re stewards of his gift, using some of it to help do his work through the 
church. If you’ve already contributed for 2018 by pledging/tithing, thank you! If you haven’t, please do so as the Spirit 
leads. Here are some ways to contribute to the Lord’s work in and through SPC: 
 

 Pledging/Tithing: contact Carlene Hickman (389-3881 or churchamin@salempres.org). THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLEDGES/
TITHES FOR 2019! IF YOU HAVEN’T YET SUBMITTED YOUR PLEDGE/TITHE FOR 2019, YOU MAY DO SO BY 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23. THANK YOU! 

 

 Life Insurance/Will/Estate Planning: prayerfully consider including your family of faith as a beneficiary. 
 
If you have questions about Christian stewardship or the budget, please contact Treasurer George Lester (skygeorge@aol.com).  
 

Financials (through Au- gust) 
  

Total Amount Pledged $316,024.51 

Pledges and Gifts Received $290,896.55 

Financials (through September) 

Salem Presbyterians ARE Fun, Fit, Faithful and Financially Generous   
 

This Fall, we had three different opportunities to help others in Christ’s name: 
 

 Big Lick Train Tug—A strong team of 12 pulled the 146 ton 611 steam train at the Transportation Museum in Roanoke. Though not 
the fastest tuggers—with your support—we raised $1,065 for the Presbyterian Community Center and its ministries to children, 
youth, and families. 

 

 Superhero Race—The Superhero Race was cancelled due to flooding, but we thank everyone who donated to Family Promise and its 
ministries to homeless children and their families. 

 

 CROP Hunger Walk—Eleven SPC walked, and with your help contributed $1,837 of the $20,000 raised. Money donated to CROP/
Church World Service is used locally through Roanoke  Community Gardens and RAM House, nationally at hurricane shelters, and 
internationally for refugee situations. 

SPC members and friends at work in  
Salem Fresh Ideas Garden 

Big Lick Train Tug CROP Hunger Walk 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

2 3 

4 
All Saints’ Sunday 
Bring a canned good! 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Communion and      
Intercessory Prayer 
2:30 PM Church Officer 
Training 
6:00 PM Youth Group– 
Trick or Treat SOME III 

5 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
 
4:30 PM Family 
Promise 
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM NA 

6 
10:30 AM  Morning 
Circle 
11:00 AM Staff meeting 
6:00 PM Outreach 
6:30 PM Diaconate 
committees 
7:00 PM Diaconate 
7:00 Salem Choral  
Society rehearsal 
7:30 Evening Circle 

7 
10:00 AM Salem 
Garden Club  
10:30 AM Women’s 
Bible Study 

 

 
 
4:15 PM RoundTable: 
“Sports Night” 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

9 
 
9:00 AM Young Life 
 

10 
 

11 
Two Cents-A-Meal 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship  
 
12:30 PM Youth Group: 
Turnip Catching 
2:30 PM Church Officer 
Training 
 
 
 

12 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 PM Family 
Promise 
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM NA 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Salem Choral 
Society rehearsal 

14 
9:30 AM Salem  
Garden Club 
10:30 AM Women’s 
Bible Study 
11:30 AM Mac & 
Bob’s Lunch 
 
4:15 PM RoundTable: 
Thanksgiving 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

15 
TOWER TALK  
DEADLINE 
 
Presbytery Meeting at 
First Pres., Danville 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Joy Circle 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship  
12:15 PM Worship and 
Music (Room 117) 
 
 
 
 
6:00 PM Youth Group  

19 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
4:30 PM Family 
Promise 
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM NA 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Salem Choral 
Society rehearsal 
7:00 PM Christian Edu-
cation meeting 

21 
10:30 AM Women’s 
Bible Study 
11:45 AM Downtown 
Lunch at Alexander’s 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

22 
Thanksgiving: 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
12:00 PM  
Community  
Thanksgiving Dinner 

23 
Church Office Closed 

24 
 

25 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship  
 
 

 

26 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
 
4:30 PM Family 
Promise 
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
7:30 PM NA 

27 
 
 
11:30 AM Presbyterians 
at Lunch (PAL)  
 
 
 
6:00 PM Salem Choral 
Society rehearsal 
7:00 PM Session  

28 
10:30 AM Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM Chancel  Choir 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

30 
 
9:00 AM Young Life 

 
 

November 2018 

Our  missi on,  ins pired by God through  
the Holy  Spir i t ,  is  to  be a v is ibl e s ign  of  God’s  lov e 
for  al l  peopl e by  shar ing  the  Gos pel  o f  Jesus  Chr ist  

i n  word  and deed,  so  that  al l  people  may know  
Him as  Lord and S avi or .  

Tower Talk Deadline:  
For the December 
Tower Talk, please 

email info to  
Carlene Hickman 

(churchadmin@salem
pres.org) or put it in 
her box in the church 
office no later than  

November 15.  
Thank you! 
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Diaconate 2018 
 

Moderator - Walt Kearns 
Vice-Moderator - Ben Fry 
Secretary - Ellen Bowen 

  
Communication and Membership Committee 

Larry Curfiss (chair),  
Maggie Evans, Ben Fry, Anne Gale,  

Emily Johnson (Youth Representative) 
  

Nurture Committee 
Peggy Williams (chair),  

Kirbie Conner (Youth Deacon), Jaime Fulcher,  
Jennifer Johnson, Ginny Keast 

  
Outreach Committee 

Josh Akers (chair),  
Jay Crumpacker, Sandi Hawthorne,  

Liz Munn Lively, Emma Smith (Youth Deacon) 
  

Services and Functions Committee 
Melissa Perler (chair), 

 Ken Cook, Martha Pinkerton,  
Sarah ‘Beth Walton 

Session 2018 
  

Clerk of Session - Becky Williams 
Assistant Clerk - Sarah Eller 

Treasurer - George Lester 
Assistant Treasurer - Jim Bowen 

  
Administration Committee 

Norma Francisco (chair, Nominating) 
Todd Leeson (chair, Personnel)  

Fran Ferguson (chair, Stewardship)  
Susan Burnett, Paul Nordt 

  
Christian Education Committee 

Karen Nelson (chair)  
Sarah Eller, Nancy Gattoni, Phyllis Hasty 

  
Facilities and Planning Committee 

Ginny Savage (chair, Planning)  
George Lester 

  
Worship and Music Committee 

Janet Yost (chair)  
Faye Hastings, Jeff Howard, Marge Sielinski 

  

Return Service Requested  

 

Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to be a visible 
sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior. 

Like us on Facebook: Salem Presbyterian Church 
salempres.org  


