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Commissioned…        Janet Chisom 

Luke 4:14-21         January 27, 2019 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 

Open our eyes, that we may see  

glimpses of truth You have for me;  

Open our ears, that we may hear  

voices of truth You send so clear;  

Open our mouth, and let us bear  

gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

Open our hearts, illumine each of us, Spirit divine! Amen 

 

Sermon:  Commissioned… 

The Scripture that we hear today is nestled in with two other important stories that begin 

Jesus’ ministry as recorded in Luke’s Gospel.  First, Jesus, and many others, were baptized.  The 

Holy Spirit descended like a dove and a voice from heaven proclaimed,” You are my Son, the 

Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”  Immediately from there, Jesus was led by the Spirit into 

the wilderness, where for 40 days he was tempted by the devil.  He was tempted to turn stones 

into bread to quench his hunger.  He was tempted to inherit all the kingdoms of the world, if only 

he would bow down and worship the devil.  He was tempted to test the saving powers of God by 

throwing himself from the pinnacle of the Temple.  Each time, Jesus quoted scripture and 

avoided temptation.  He stood strong, and did not succumb to the pressures of the world, 

knowing that he was God’s Son, the Beloved. 

The next event in the story, according to Luke, is the story we hear today.  Listen for 

God’s Word from Luke 4:14-21.   

  Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. 

  When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was  

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:  

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  
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And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

At first, the whispers in the congregation were about how proud they were of Jesus, and 

how gracious his words were.  Their attitude changed, though, as he continued talking, but that’s 

a sermon for another day.  If we just look at what Jesus read from Isaiah, we’ll have enough to 

deal with today! 

 The book of Isaiah was written around 500 BC.  But, when Jesus opened the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah in the synagogue of his hometown and chose the verses he read, he brought them 

into a new light.  Isaiah 58:6 and 61:1-2 were close to one another, and it seems that Jesus chose 

them deliberately to provide a description of who he was and what he was about.  In effect, he 

was laying out “his purpose, or mission statement or agenda for his ministry. 1 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  

I find it very interesting that he didn’t use all the words even in the verses he selected.  Isaiah 

61:2 continues by saying ‘and the day of vengeance of our God.’  Jesus didn’t read that!  “Jesus’ 

focus was on bringing healing and justice, not vengeance.”2  From the very beginning, Jesus 

ministry was one of hope and renewal.  Jesus used those ancient words from Isaiah to describe 

and give shape to his ministry.  And, I think they can do the same for us and our ministries.   

 

Today we baptized Julia Crumpacker, officially welcoming her into God’s family and 

also into the ministry that all of us share as fellow Christians.  It is a very special day for Julia 

and her family.  And, it is a special day for us, too, because Julia is not baptized all by herself, 

but in this community.  We make promises, too, and I know that many of you take those 

promises very seriously.  We make promises to guide and nurture Julia, by word and deed, with 
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love and prayer, encouraging her to know and follow Jesus and to be a faithful member of the 

church.  And, we are urged to remember our own baptisms.  Although we may have been 

younger than Julia when we were baptized, too young to specifically remember the water 

dripping down our heads, or the secure arms of the pastor holding us, or the exact words said, 

each time we baptize someone, we are also reminded that we also are chosen, claimed and 

called.  And I will even add another “C” word:  Commissioned.   

 Just as Jesus’ baptism and temptations prepared him for his life and ministry, so too, does 

baptism prepare us for life and ministry.  Jesus’ ministry was to EVERYONE. And, he had 

special compassion for the marginalized.  God’s Spirit directed him to bring good news to the 

poor, proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind.  He was to bear the 

Good News, spread forgiveness, and be a source of renewal.    

 

Tomorrow at this time, I will be on a plane bound for Guatemala, in Central America.  I 

went to Guatemala with people from this church and others from the Presbytery back in 2013 to 

learn about CEDEPCA, the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America.  

CEDEPCA works to transform lives by offering education, accompaniment and safe reflection 

spaces to women and men of diverse Christian traditions and communities.  CEDEPCA has a 

four-fold ministry:  Women’s Ministry, Disaster Ministry, Intercultural Encounters, and Biblical 

and Theological Education.  In the past five years, the relationships made with our brothers and 

sisters in Guatemala have continued to strengthen.  We have welcomed people from CEDEPCA 

here, we have sent more people from our church and presbytery there.  Teresa Auldridge 

deserves special mention because she has traveled to Guatemala four times.  She has also has 

helped to write grants that include CEDEPCA resulting in that organization receiving more than 

$24,000.  These grants helped to purchase white boards, tables and chairs for the classrooms.  

Books have been purchased for the library.  Support has been given for psycho-social counseling 

for peaceful protestors of the mining companies that are damaging their land and water supplies.  

Textbooks and workbooks have been purchased for students in Biblical-Theological classes, 

especially for non-seminary women students who want to be leaders in their churches.  The most 

recent grant, connected to the Women’s Ministry, is the reason I am traveling to Guatemala 

tomorrow. 
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 Only in the last 8-9 years have women been ordained as pastors in the National 

Presbyterian Church of Guatemala. And, there are only 6 women who have been ordained!  

These women pastors serve in a church and society that is highly male-dominated and resistant 

to the leadership of women.  They serve small churches in different presbyteries scattered in 

different parts of Guatemala. They have little or no opportunity for contact with one other. This 

isolation is compounded by the cultural dominance of the men that limit their freedom to address 

many topics such as leadership styles, sexual or gender diversity, abuse of women, or even 

financial needs. In both the church and the community they contend daily with the pervasive 

attitude that questions the authority of women and looks critically on every aspect of their 

personal and professional lives.   

I am going to Guatemala as one of two Presbyterian women pastors from the United 

States.  For three days, we will be on retreat with these six Guatemalan women pastors.  The 

purpose is to get to know each other so that we can share, support, encourage, and be together in 

solidarity as women pastors.  The retreat will include Bible study, reflection, presentations, 

sharing, and worship, as well as opportunities to explore leadership styles, pastoral demands, 

conflict resolution, family issues, and role balance.  I do not know how we are going to do all 

this in three days, especially when we will need a translator much of the time.   

So, I am both excited, and to be honest, a bit uncertain about this trip.  It is a privilege to 

have been chosen.  I am very cognizant that I am not going to Guatemala with all of the answers.  

I go as a learner.  I am not the facilitator of this retreat, but a participant, tasked with learning 

about these Guatemalan sisters in ministry, their struggles, and their message for us.  We will 

listen and learn together; grow and encourage one another; and remind each other of Jesus’ 

message of hope to us all. 

 

After reading the scripture, Jesus sits down and says, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.”  Today!  Now!  The time for God’s way, the time to look out for the 

marginalized, the time to work for peace and understanding, the time to bring the oppressed out 

of oppression, is not some future time, but now.   Today, as we celebrate the presence of God’s 

Spirit in baptism, we can continue on, passing through the difficulties and trials, the uncertainties 

and the questions, with strength and a commission . . . to help proclaim good news to the poor, 

release to the captives, recovery of sight to the blind, and freedom for the oppressed.  This is a 
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message of hope to all God’s people.  We have seen in the news how many Central Americans 

are walking north in a long caravan in search of a better life.  Many of them include 

Guatemalans.  A message of hope is needed, both for those desperate to escape the poverty and 

abuses, and also for us, their northern neighbors, who are challenged to practice hospitality.  

There is a saying at CEDEPCA that says something like:  We believe that it is impossible to 

transform Guatemala in a week, but for those of us who travel to Guatemala, one week is plenty 

of time to transform our lives in significant ways.   

This time tomorrow, I will be in a plane, bound for Guatemala, praying that that 

transformation will take place; that we will experience a transformation where God’s peaceable 

kingdom can be witnessed each and every day; where the poor can hear the good news, the 

captives can be released, the blind can have new insight, and the oppressed shall experience 

freedom.  May it be so!  Amen. 
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