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December 2018 Tower Talk  
“Reel” Advent 

 
The sermons in Advent will explore Biblical themes in three Christmas movies and a play. The Chris-
tian Education Committee will host a showing of each movie in Gresham Hall at one of the following 
family-friendly times. (The play, “The Christmas Cup,” is at Mill Mountain Theater in December.) 
      

 “It’s a Wonderful Life” on December 1 at 2:00 PM 
 

 “The Polar Express” on December 8 at 2:00 PM 
 

 “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” on December 19 at 5:00 PM 

Christmastime 
The Choirs of Salem Presbyterian Church Present 

Featuring Cherub, Children’s, Youth,  
Chancel, and Handbell Choirs 

Sunday, December 9 
4:00 PM 
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A Word 
from Will  

Let Us Pray... 
 

Church Members  
 
Anne Bach, Charlotte Barnett, Bob Bull-
ock, Carol Clapp, Ben Dickerson, Judy 
Garst, Bob Goodwin, Doug Hayes, Toni 
Jolly, Sandy Lipes, Billy Metzler, Anna 
Oedel, Mike Parr, Mike Pate, Mamie 
Sleeper, Wanda Thompson, Allen 
Whitmire, and John Wood. 
  

Family and Friends 
 

 Paul Henry Harrison, esophageal can-
cer (Jennie Ruhland’s uncle) 

 Jimmy Hughes (the brother-in-law of 
Linda Addington’s brother) 

 Erik Johnson (Jennifer Johnson’s hus-
band) 

 Vina Lee Kearns (Bill Clapp’s  
      sister) 

 Cindy Meek (Rich Watt’s cousin) 

 Dr. John Midgley (Midge       Swei-
gart’s brother) 

 John Midgley (Midge Sweigart’s fa-
ther) 

 Norma (Felicia Parsell’s mother)  
 

“I urge that supplications, prayers,       
intercessions, and thanksgivings           

be made for all people.” 
— 1 Timothy 2:1 

 Tower Talk is published monthly.       
Submissions are due on the 15th of the 
month. 
 Tower Talk is available in the sanc-
tuary, in the church office, online 
(salempres.org), and by email. To mini-
mize copying and postage costs, we invite 
you to join our email list (contact 
churchadmin@salempres.org or to pick 
up a copy at the church. 
 The church uses photos of people 
and groups in print and online communi-
cations. If you object to the use of  photos 
of you or your children, please contact 
churchadmin@salempres.org. Thank you. 

Advent and Christmas Eve Worship 

December 2 
First Sunday of Advent 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Isaiah 61:1-4 
 

December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 

“The Polar Express” 
Luke 1:5-20 

 
December 16 

Third Sunday of Advent 
“The Christmas Cup” 

Isaiah 40:1-5; Luke 1:39-56 
 
 

December 23 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” 
Luke 2:8-14 

 
December 24 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 PM 

Candlelight and Children Singing 
11:00 PM 

Carols, Candlelight, and Communion 
 

December 30 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Christmas in Song! 
Matthew 2:1-12 

“Technicolor Jesus” is a podcast hosted by a 
pastor friend of mine and a professor friend 
of his that explores  connections between 
Scripture and films—current ones and clas-
sics. (Their most recent podcast—before the 
election—addressed the movie, “Election.”) 
In promotional material, they state: “If you 
can recognize the power of film to inspire 
our theological imaginations, ‘Technicolor 
Jesus’ is for you.” 
 
And so is our sermon series: “Reel    Ad-
vent.” We’ll explore Biblical and spiritual 
themes and/or faith connections in three pop-
ular movies and a play: “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” “The Polar Express,” “How The 
Grinch Stole Christmas”(1966 version), and 
“ The Christmas Cup” (see below). 
 
On the front page you’ll see opportunities to 
watch the films at the church, and a group 
from SPC will see Mill Mountain Theatre’s 
production of “The Christmas Cup.” Even if 
you’ve seen these movies before or feel you 
know them by heart, we encourage you to 
watch them anew with an eye to theological 

or Gospel messages in them. 
We also encourage you to invite family, 
friends, or neighbors to join you for this spe-
cial sermon series and of course on Christ-
mas Eve (see below). In fact, surveys show 
that those without a church or disconnected 
from the church often yearn to experience 
worship this time of year because of deep-
seated memories and emotions. Let’s be the 
ones to invite them. 
 
Finally, because the films aren’t explicitly 
Christian, our exploration of them will open 
our eyes to their common grace. Common 
grace is a Reformed/Presbyterian belief 
that God graces all of us with good gifts and 
worthy abilities because we’re all created in 
his image. So, God gave these writers and 
filmmakers—regardless of faith or lack 
thereof—the ability to create, compose, and 
craft these meaningful works of art. 
 
Join us on the journey to the Manger. 
 
In Christ, 

“Reel” Advent 

Observing and Celebrating Advent 
 

 Advent Booklet: This booklet published by Cokesbury includes a Bible reading, short devotional, and closing prayer. 

 Advent Activities Calendar: This Calendar suggests daily Bible readings and activities for families to do together.   

 Chrismon Tree: Chrismons—from “Christ” and “monogram”—are decorations with Christian symbols on them that remind us that 
Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birthday. 

 Mitten Tree: Help us decorate this tree with new mittens as well as gloves, hats, and scarves. All items are given to those in need 
through Ms. Dorsey’s Clothes Closet. 

 Pictures of Advent: Each week, take a picture of one of the Advent themes: hope, peace, joy, and love. Then send them to ja-
net.chisom@salempres.org...or post them on Facebook with the hashtag #SPCHope, #SPCPeace, #SPCJoy, or #SPCLove. 

file:///C:/Users/nora.key/Downloads/Advent Calendar 2018 Color (3).pdf
mailto:janet.chisom@salempres.org
mailto:janet.chisom@salempres.org
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Greeters 

 Clay St. (9:20 AM): Ken Cook 

 Main St. (10:30 AM): Maggie Evans 
and Karen Nelson 

 Market St. (10:30 AM): Phyllis Hasty 
 
Pulpit Assistants 
12/2  George Lester  
12/9  Becky Williams 
12/16 Phyllis Hasty 
12/23 Faye Hastings 
12/30 Janet Yost 
 
Collections 

 Deacon Class of 2020 

 Bankers: Anne Gale and 
               Jennifer Johnson 

Diaconate Meeting:  
December 11 
  
Session Meeting:  
December 11 
Tower Talk Report: Marge Sielinski 
 
Ushers: Team 3 
 
Children’s Worship 
12/2  No Children’s Worship   
         (Communion) 
12/9  Phyllis Hasty 
12/16 TBA 
12/23 Faye Hastings 
12/30 No Children’s Worship           
 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
12/2  Liz Lively 
12/9  Jennifer Johnson   
12/16 Anne Gale 
12/23 Maggie Evans 
12/30 Sarah ‘Beth Walton 
 
Acolytes 
12/2  Caleb Parr 
  Andrew Crumpacker 
12/9  Chloe Weaver 
  Katelyn Crumpacker 
12/16 Emma Johnson 
  Elli Fulcher 
12/23 Kiley Weaver 
  Katie Johnson 
12/30 Mary Robinson 
  Henry Lugar 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 
This is the third in a series of “Autobiographies of Faith” in Tower Talk. Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the  
photographs and conducted the interviews. In this month’s issue, we feature members Andrew “Iggy” and Debbie Bonham’s 
“Autobiographies of Faith.” 

 
Iggy: I grew up in the church. I always remember my mom taking my brother and me. We grew up 
Baptist; that’s all I knew pretty much my entire life until now. It was definitely not consistent all the 
way through. I was surely guilty of college life taking over. I took a pretty long “time out” for a 
while in my faith journey and just faith in general. Lots of distractions in college that pull you away. 
But mom would continually pull me back to church on Sundays if I was home on the weekend or for 
special services like Easter or Christmas Eve. She’d always try to keep my brother and me going, 
but it wasn’t perfect by any means. I definitely had my period where I checked out. So fast-forward 
a little after that—I guess I didn’t start going back to church until Debbie and I  
started dating. 
 

Then, surprisingly enough, we went to a Methodist church in Vinton multiple Sundays and even contemplated joining there at some point, 
but when we finally got engaged and started looking for houses, we decided to wait and see where we ended up. So, obviously, here we 
are in sunny Salem. We kind of went on a journey of going to different churches here because we wanted kids and didn’t want to drive all 
the way back to Vinton for children’s type-things and other activities at the Methodist church. We wanted to be closer so we could be 
more involved—not that we’ve been the best at being involved even though we live right here. But hopefully that will change once the 
kids get a little older. 
 
We definitely did our church shopping—we tried out a bunch of different ones around the area and then the Sunday we went to Salem 
Presbyterian we had a really good conversation with Pastor Will out front and got a really good vibe from the people that we met. People 
were coming up to us and introducing themselves, saying hi. So we just got that real family-type feeling when we were there. I grew up in 
a small church back home, and so did Debbie, so it’s what we wanted. We tried some of the bigger, campus-type churches—too much for 
us. We wanted the old-fashioned hymnals and smaller congregation. Again, we wanted to get to know people and the pastor and have that 
family feeling, which is what we got when we were there. We met with Will some more, and here we are now.  
 
There’s always that feel-good moment of being in worship on Sunday after a week of just chaos—being at work and other things in your 
life. Being at church is just a nice way to hit the reset button. More recently, for me, for Lent I decided to do something I’d never done 
before—I started reading the Bible from start to finish. So that was a big change for me. It further grew my love of being at church and to 
learn and to expand on it. So I really feel like I got touched by the Spirit again during Lent. Since then we’ve started reading the Bible 
together from the beginning and trying to read it all the way through. Another big thing that really made me want to get myself back into 
gear with faith is my kids. With all the things going on in the world, it’s important to me to give them a good foundation in the church and 
being able to answer questions for them and help guide them—things like that. I feel that’s a responsibility of being a parent.  
 
Debbie: I grew up in the church, too. My mom was a Sunday School teacher, so we pretty much never missed a Sunday. I did choir and 
hand bells and all that jazz. When I was older, I became a nursery attendant. My church was good to me, and I had a great group of 
friends, which, fast-forward, is one of the things that I saw in Salem Pres, which is what I want for my own kids—to be able to walk into 
school and see church friends. But, like Iggy said, when I was  in college, I went sparingly. I even went to Salem Pres but only a twice-a-
year kind of thing. When we got engaged and bought this house in Salem, we decided we wanted a church in Salem. We fell in love with 
Salem Pres, and Pastor Will sealed the deal. It's been good to us, but like Iggy said—I wish we were more involved. Kids kind of make 
that tough. We had three kids in four years, so you know, I’d love to get back into RoundTable and some of the volunteer opportunities. 
But I love the community here and walking in and having people say good morning and give me hugs. Doesn’t matter if you had a good 
week or a bad week, it’s just great to see everybody. I like walking into the nursery and seeing that that’s going to be my childrens’ little 
group that they’re going to grow up with, like the [Reed and Susan] Carter family—great role models. When the Children’s Choir sings or 
on Youth Sunday, I look up and think: Before long, that’s going to be our three kids. 

Reminder of Duties 



 

4 

                                                                         Sunday School at 9:30 AM   
    
 Pre-Kindergarten (age 3-5)  Cherub Choir 9:30-10:00; Sunday School 10:00-10:30 
 Kindergarten-Grade 5   Workshop Rotation:  The Christmas Story 
 Middle and High School   “Hope, Peace, Joy, Love”—Advent Lessons 
 Journey On     “When Did God Become a Christian?” 
 Disciple              Disciple III:  Remember Who Y ou Are—The Letters of Paul 
 Kingdom Living    Kerygma—The Bible in Depth  
 
In December, the children will take a close look at the Christmas Story. They’ll create Jesus’ baby book, 
watch and plan their own Christmas movie, make a mural, and follow the path of the wise men. We hope children will join us for crafts, 
movie, art, and games. For more information, please see the Christian Education brochure or contact Janet Chisom (389-3881). 

Youth Group 
 
We meet most Sundays from 6:00-7:30 PM. November was busy with 
stocking the Food Pantry and Trick or Treat SOME food donations. It 
was more work this year because we collected almost 400 more 
pounds of food than last year. We also love turnip catching—we 
caught 1,300 lbs. this year! December will be busy, too, with opportu-
nities to volunteer, watch movies, and enjoy time together. The sched-
ule is at the church, on the website, and is emailed to every family 
with youth in 6-12th grade. Join us! 

RoundTable 
 
RoundTable, our mid-week program for K-12th grade has ended 
for 2018. We’ll resume on January 9. Please invite your friends 
to join us from 4:15-7:10 PM for choir, Bible study, recreation, 
dinner, and activities. Schedules and registration forms are 
available at the church, on the church website (salempres.org), 
and will be mailed to all winter/spring participants.   

                                                               SPC SERVES! 
 

 Sunday, November 11, fifteen SPCers harvested turnips in Riner. Darren, a very generous farmer, plants extra 
vegetables to be harvested and donated to feeding centers around Virginia. This year we “caught” 1,300 pounds of 
turnips and had a great time making up stories as we pulled the turnips out of the frosted soil! 

 In October, the Benevolence Committee assisted six families with rent or utilities for a total of $898.26. 

 Who? Adult singles and couples at SPC. 

 What? Eat dinner  and enjoy fellowship with fr iends, 
new and old. Each dinner group will have about 8 people (4 
couples and/or singles with guests or other singles). The 
host provides the entrée while the others provide salad/
bread, vegetable, and dessert. 

 When? J anuary, February, March, and Apr il of 2019.     
Specific dates and times are determined by the host of each 
group for that particular month. 

 Where? At par ticipants’ homes. You’ll host one of the 
four months and be a guest at someone else’s home the oth-
er three months. 

 Why? To do what Jesus did—enjoy table fellowship with 
one  another, meeting new people and getting to know oth-
ers better! 

 What else do I need to know? We’ll provide a list of 
who’s in each group each month, indicate each month’s 
host, and the part of the meal you’ll need to bring. This list 
will also include names,         addresses, phone numbers, 
and email addresses of all participants. 

 Questions? There are many church members who’ve       
participated in Amazin’ Grazin’ over the past several years 
and can answer any questions you may have. You may also 
contact member Teresa Auldridge at 
tauldridge@gmail.com, 540-309-0716 (cell), or 540-389-
0578 (home). 

If you’d like to participate, please complete this form and bring it to 
the church office by Sunday, December 9. 
 
Please check the appropriate category: 
 
_____couple  _____single 
 
_____single and single (signing up as dinner partners for all meals) 
 
_____single and guest (guest may vary from month to month) 
 
_____I cannot commit to 4 dinners; however, I’d like to be included 
on a substitute list to possibly fill-in (with assigned food) for a     regu-
lar participant who unexpectedly cannot attend a specific Amazin’ 
Grazin.’ I realize I may not be called to substitute. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________         
 
Address: __________________________________________ 
 
City and Zip Code: __________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________________________  
 
Email address: ______________________________________ 

A unique fellowship opportunity! 

https://salempres.org/grow/
http://www.salempres.org/
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MUSIC  NOTES 
 

REED CARTER 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  

AND ORGANIST 
 
 

Children’s and Youth Choirs 
The Children’s and Youth Choirs will rehearse on Wednesday, December 5, 12, and 19, from 4:15-
5:00 PM. They’ll sing in worship on December 2 and December 9 and in the 5:00 PM Christmas 
Eve Service.  

 
Chancel Handbell Choir 

The Chancel Handbell Choir will rehearse on December 3 from 7:00-9:00 PM and will play on 
December 9 in worship and at the “Christmastime” Music Program at 4:00 PM and on December 
16. 

  
Chancel Choir 

The Chancel Choir will sing at the “Christmastime” Music Program on December 9 at 4:00 PM. 
They’ll also sing in the 11:00 PM Christmas Eve Service. 

 

“Christmastime” Music Program 

On Sunday, December 9, at 4:00 PM, this program will include all Salem Presbyterian choirs. 
Please plan to attend and to have your spirits lifted as we sing and play music of the Advent and 
Christmas seasons! 

 

Salem Choral Society Christmas Concert 
Join us 7:00 PM on December 1 and at 4:00 PM on December 2 in the sanctuary! 

1  Tom Beehner 
 Matt Brand 
 Ben Cook 
 Gary Witt 
2  Garrett Dickerson 
3  Bob Fry 
 Matthew Hannah 
 Marleigh Hart 
4  Bill Clapp 
 Toni Jolly 
6 Christy Johnson 
7 Michael Hill 
8 Barbara Young 
9 Lindsay Carroll 
11  Tootie Brown 
12  Ron Fulcher 
13  Whitney Leeson 
 Emily Yost 
14  Scot Cole 
 Emma Johnson 
 Elise Lopez 
  Megan Repass 
15  Jane Sengenberger 
 Chloe Weaver 
17  Robert List 
20 Abram Lackey 
 Aden Short 
21  Connie Kramer 
22  April Staton 
24  Sydney Fry 
 Allison Giles 
25  Jean Chester 
 Liz Trinchere 
26  Chris Cothran 
 Mark Gobble 
 Jim Martin 
27  Sarah Eller 
 Sue Trinchere 
28 Lindsey Parr 
29 Steve Lemons 
 Eddie Robinson 
 Greg Wall 
 Ruth Yagle 
30  Jerry Barnett 
 Mike Parr 
31  Sandra Hawthorne 
 Avery McClellan 

 
Is your birthday on our calendar? 

If not, please call the church  
so we can add it. 

Thank you! 

“You say it’s 
your birthday!” 

Stewardship Good News!  
 

Because of the pledges made by so many of our members, we’re 90% of the way to fully funding 
our 2019 proposed budget! Your officers have planned carefully for what we'll need financially for 
worship, outreach, education, and fellowship, and to take good care of our staff and our building. 
The Session and Diaconate will vote on the proposed budget on December 11, so if we haven’t yet 
heard from you, please turn in your pledge as soon as possible so we can meet our goals for doing 
God’s work. Pledge cards are in the sanctuary and the church office. You may place yours in the 
offering plate or in Carlene Hickman’s box in the church office, or just email Carlene  at 
churchadmin@salempres.org. If you have questions about the budget, pledging, or giving to the 
church in general, please contact Elder Fran Ferguson (franferguson@comcast.net). 
 

Financials for 2018 (through October) 
Total Amount Pledged:  $351,138.34 

Pledges and Gifts Received:  $314,414.55 

October Session Meeting Highlights 
 

 The Presbytery of the Peaks gave a Certificate of Appreciation to the SPC’s Womens’ Circles. 

 Elder Todd Leeson, chair of Personnel, spoke to how blessed we are at SPC to have the pastors 
and staff we have. 

 
Alternative Christmas Gifts 

 
If you don’t know what to get that hard-to-shop-for person on 
your list, or if you just want to help others, give a gift in their 
honor to Heifer Project (chickens, $10), Presbyterian Community 
Center (after school program, $20), or Family Promise (helping 
fund programs to help homeless children and their families, $40). 
In return, you’ll receive an ornament and a card explaining the 
gift. We’ll accept donations and have ornaments on December 2, 
9, and 16 before and after worship. 

 
Stocking Stuffing Time! 

 
The Salvation Army distributes over 5,000 Christ-
mas stockings to children in the Roanoke Valley 
each year. It’s a SPC tradition to help. A box in the 
church office has empty stockings (complete with 
age and gender-appropriate gift suggestions). If 
you’d like to help, pick up a stocking, fill it, and 
return it to the box by Wednesday, December 11. 
Help a child have a Merry Christmas! 

mailto:churchadmin@salempres.org
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the 
“Our children will live in safety, and under your protection their de-

scendants will be secure.”— Psalm 102: 28 

HAVE YOURSELF A SAFE LITTLE CHRISTMAS 

Holiday Safety for Little Ones 

 

Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire… is that safe??? 
If you’re the parent of a young child, you already understand the 
importance of a safe home environment. However, be aware that 
the holidays present even more dangers with shiny ornaments and 
decorations, beautiful but poisonous plants, new toys, increased 
travel, and visits to homes that may not be childproofed. As you 
prepare for this wonderful season, keep in mind these common  
holiday hazards. 
 
CHOKING 
Choking happens all too frequently and is a leading cause of  injury 
related death in children ages 3 years and younger. Common chok-
ing hazards include: 

 Holiday fare such as hard candy, nuts, popcorn, grapes,   
marshmallows, and other similar treats. These should  never be 
given to children under the age of 4. Hotdogs, raw vegetables/ 
fruits, and peanut butter are also common hazards. 

 Coins, marbles, magnets, beads, pen caps, small balls and bells, 
jewelry, and button-type batteries. 

 Tree ornaments, tinsel, light bulbs and toys with small parts. 
 Balloons pose a very dangerous choking risk for all children 

but especially age 8 and under. 
 
Things You Can Do to Prevent Choking 

1. Carefully supervise children while eating, making sure they sit 
quietly. Never allow them to run or play with food in their 
mouths. Note: Children under the age of 3 tend to swallow 
foods whole or put more in their mouths than they can properly 
chew and swallow. Their airways are narrow and swallowing 
mechanisms immature. To be safe, chop or mince food into 
even smaller-size pieces than you think necessary! 

2. Check the floor, under furniture, and between cushions for 
small objects. 

3. Place small and/or fragile ornaments on the top of the tree and 
keep decorations with small pieces such as fake cranberries, 
pine cones, or potpourri out of reach. 

4. Buy only age-appropriate toys and consider your child’s habits 
and behaviors before purchasing a new toy. 

 
POISONING 
Many types of poisoning emergencies can occur during the        
holidays, including: 

 Plant poisoning—mistletoe, holly, poinsettias, and Jerusalem 

cherry plants are among several 
plant varieties that are considered 
poisonous. Symptoms of plant   
poisoning can include rashes,     
nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. 

 Unattended alcoholic beverages and 
medications pose a serious poison-
ing threat to children of any age. 

 Food poisoning occurs when foods 
are not prepared properly or are left out too long. 

 And of course cabinets containing household products and 
cleaners. 

 
ACCIDENTS 
With increased activities, protect your child from these frequent 
accidents: 

 Burns or scalding while cooking and baking—turn pot handles 
away from the front of the stove and keep small ones away 
from an open oven and hot baking sheets. Always place     
burning candles out of reach. Practice fireplace safety. 

 Car accidents—make sure your child is securely buckled up in 
the backseat for every trip in the car, even for a quick errand. 

 Suffocation—immediately remove and throw away plastic 
wrapping and bags found on new toys, dry cleaning, gift     
baskets, etc. 

 Strangulation can occur when children have access to string, 
ribbon, cords, and even necklaces. 

 Scooters, skates, bicycles and other riding toys pose a falling 
risk and possible head injuries. Be sure your child wears 
properly fitting head and safety gear. 

 With snow, sledding accidents can occur. Always supervise 
young children and stay away from rocky areas, very steep 
hills, and crowded sledding locations. 

 
With a little preparation and care, everyone can enjoy a holiday that 
is both happy and healthy! 
 
Blessed and Safe Christmas!   

If you suspect any type 
of poisoning, call your 
child’s doctor or the      
National Poison Con-
trol Hotline at 1-800-

222-1222 immediately. 

 
Thank you to all who helped at 
our Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner! You lovingly prepared 
casseroles and pies and worked 
in the kitchen, delivered meals, 
provided transportation, and 
cleaned up. Many of you also 
contributed financially. You 
helped us extend Christ’s wel-

come and love to hundreds in our community. We served 160 
people at the church and prepared about 276 meals total (76 
delivered and 40 “leftover” meals)! 

 
Greetings from the Personnel Committee... 

 
Pursuant to the Session Manual, we’re charged with assessing the 
performance and compensation of our pastors and staff annually, 
so we’re soliciting any comments you’d like us to know—positive, 
constructive, or otherwise. We request any feedback by December 
7 to chair Todd Leeson by email (leeson@gentrylocke.com) or 
mail (212 N. Broad Street, Salem), or you may leave a written 
note in Todd’s box at SPC or provide any comments to Will (as 
Head of Staff) or to Susan Burnett, another member of the com-
mittee. Thank you! 

mailto:leeson@gentrylocke.com
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December 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
2:00 PM Advent 
Movie “It’s a   
Wonderful Life” 
7:00 PM Salem 
Choral Society 
Concert 

2 
Bring a canned good! 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Communion (see p. 2) 
12:15 PM  Homebound 
Communion 
4:00 PM  Salem Choral 
Society Concert 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

3  

6:45 AM  Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Chancel 
Bells  
7:30 PM NA 

4 
10:30 AM  Morning 
Circle 
11:00 AM Staff meeting 
 
 
 
7:00 Salem Choral 
Society 
7:30 Evening Circle 

5 
10:30 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
 
4:00 PM RoundTable 
Board  meeting 
4:15 PM Children and 
Youth  Choir rehearsal 
 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

6 
 
 
12:00 PM Staff 
Christmas Lunch 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 
 
2:00 PM Advent 
Movie “The Polar 
Express” 

9 
Two Cents-A-Meal 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship (see p. 
2) 
 
 
4:00 PM “Christmastime”  
Music Program  
5:30 PM Youth Group at 
Mac & Bob’s 

10 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Joint Session/
Diaconate 

12 
10:30 AM Women’s Bible 
Study 
11:30 AM Men’s Lunch 
(Mac and Bob’s) 
 
 
4:15 PM Children and 
Youth  Choir rehearsal 
 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 
 

14 
 
9:00 AM 
Young Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
Tower Talk  
due! 
 
2:00 PM “The 
Christmas Cup” at 
Mill Mountain 
Theatre 

 

16 
9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship (see p. 
2) 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 PM Youth Group 
 
 

17 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
3:30 PM Youth 
Group: Rescue    
Mission 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Christian Educa-
tion 
 

19 
9:30  Salem Garden Club 
10:30 Women’s Bible 
Study 
11:45 AM Downtown 
Lunch (Alexander’s) 
4:15 PM Children and 
Youth  Choir rehearsal 
5:00 PM Advent Movie 
“The Grinch” 
7:30 PM Chancel Choir 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Joy Circle 
7:30 PM NA 

21 
 

22 

23 

9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship (see p. 
2) 
 
 
 
 

24 
Christmas Eve: 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
5:00 PM Christmas 
Eve Worship 
11:00 PM Christmas 
Eve Worship 

25 
Merry Christmas! 
Church Office Closed 
 
 

Joy to the world! The 
Lord is come! 

 
 
 

26 
Church Office Closed 

27 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 
 
 

30 

9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Christmas in 
Song! 
 
 
 
 

 

31 
Church Office 
Closed 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Breakfast (Salem’s 
Famous Anthony’s) 
 
 
7:30 PM NA 

  

    

December 9  “Christmastime” Music Program 
December 24  5:00 PM—Christmas Story, Candlelight, and Children Singing 
      11:00 PM—Lessons, Carols, Candlelight, and Communion 

Our miss ion,  inspired by God through  
the  Holy  Spir i t ,  i s  to  be  a  v is ible  s ign of  God’s  love for   

al l  people  by sharing the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Chris t   
in  word and deed,  so  that  al l  people  may know  

Him as  Lord and Savior .  
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Diaconate 2018 
 

Moderator - Walt Kearns 
Vice-Moderator - Ben Fry 
Secretary - Ellen Bowen 

  
Communication and Membership Committee 

Larry Curfiss (chair),  
Maggie Evans, Ben Fry, Anne Gale,  

Emily Johnson (Youth Representative) 
  

Nurture Committee 
Peggy Williams (chair),  

Kirbie Conner (Youth Deacon), Jaime Fulcher,  
Jennifer Johnson, Ginny Keast 

  
Outreach Committee 

Josh Akers (chair),  
Jay Crumpacker, Sandi Hawthorne,  

Liz Munn Lively, Emma Smith (Youth Deacon) 
  

Services and Functions Committee 
Melissa Perler (chair), 

 Ken Cook, Martha Pinkerton,  
Sarah ‘Beth Walton 

Session 2018 
  

Clerk of Session - Becky Williams 
Assistant Clerk - Sarah Eller 

Treasurer - George Lester 
Assistant Treasurer - Jim Bowen 

  
Administration Committee 

Norma Francisco (chair, Nominating) 
Todd Leeson (chair, Personnel)  

Fran Ferguson (chair, Stewardship)  
Susan Burnett, Paul Nordt 

  
Christian Education Committee 

Karen Nelson (chair)  
Sarah Eller, Nancy Gattoni, Phyllis Hasty 

  
Facilities and Planning Committee 

Ginny Savage (chair, Planning)  
George Lester 

  
Worship and Music Committee 

Janet Yost (chair)  
Faye Hastings, Jeff Howard, Marge Sielinski 

  

Return Service Requested  

 

Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to be a visible 
sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior. 

Like us on Facebook: Salem Presbyterian Church 
salempres.org  


