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Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to 
be a visible sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed, so that all people 

may know Him as Lord and Savior. 
 

WORSHIP.  GROW.  SERVE. 
 

DIACONATE 2018 
 

Moderator: Walt Kearns 
Vice-Moderator: Ben Fry 
Secretary: Ellen Bowen 

  
Communication and Membership Committee 

Larry Curfiss (Chair), Maggie Evans 
Ben Fry, Anne Gale 

  
Nurture Committee 

Peggy Williams (Chair), Kirbie Conner (Youth Deacon)  
Jaime Fulcher, Jennifer Johnson, Ginny Keast 

  
Outreach Committee 

Josh Akers (Chair), Jay Crumpacker, Sandi Hawthorne  
Liz Munn-Lively, Emma Smith (Youth Deacon) 

  
Services and Functions Committee 

Melissa Perler (Chair), Ken Cook  
Martha Pinkerton, Sarah ‘Beth Walton 

  
SESSION 2018 

  
Clerk of Session: Becky Williams 

Assistant Clerk: Sarah Eller 
Treasurer: George Lester 

Assistant Treasurer: Jim Bowen 
  

Administration Committee 
Norma Francisco (Chair, Nominating) 

 Todd Leeson (Chair, Personnel) 
Fran Ferguson (Chair, Stewardship and Finance)  

Susan Burnett, Paul Nordt 
  

Christian Education Committee 
Karen Nelson (Chair), Sarah Eller, Nancy Gattoni, Phyllis Hasty 

  
Facilities and Planning Committee 

Ginny Savage (Chair, Planning), George Lester 
  

Worship and Music Committee 
Janet Yost (Chair), Faye Hastings, Jeff Howard, Marge Sielinski 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY - November 11 
Two Cents-A-Meal 
9:30 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Worship  
12:30 PM  Youth...and others! Turnip Catching (see announcement) 
2:30 PM  Church Officer Training (Room 117) 

 
MONDAY - November 12 

6:45 AM  Men’s Breakfast (Salem’s Famous Anthony’s) 
4:00 PM  Family Promise meeting 
7:00 PM  Chancel Handbell Choir rehearsal 
7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) [Gresham Hall] 
  

TUESDAY - November 13 
   5:00-8:00 PM Pictorial Directory Pictures! (see announcement) 
   7:00 PM  Salem Choral Society rehearsal 
 
WEDNESDAY - November 14 
   9:30 AM  Garden Club meeting (Gresham Hall) 

10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study (Room 117) 
   11:30 AM  Men’s Lunch [Mac and Bob’s in Salem] 

4:15 PM  RoundTable: “Thanksgiving” 
7:30 PM  Chancel Choir rehearsal 
  

THURSDAY - November 15 
   9:00 AM  Presbytery Meeting (First Presbyterian, Danville) 
   7:00 PM  Joy Circle (Laura Hart’s home, 514 High Street, Salem) 

7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) [Gresham Hall] 
 

SATURDAY - November 17 
   10:00 AM-4:00 PM Pictorial Directory Pictures! (see announcement) 
 
SUNDAY - November 18 

9:30 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Worship  
12:15 PM  Worship and Music (Room 117) 
6:00 PM  Youth Group (at SPC) 

Salem Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 536, Salem, VA  24153 

540-389-3881/salempres.org 

Walter Biggs 

STAFF 
 

Erin Beard, Tracey Blankenship, Alyssa Caldwell, and Lauren Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 
Kitty Beehner (kitty.beehner@salempres.org), Parish Nurse 
Reed Carter (reed.carter@salempres.org), Director of Music 

Rev. Janet Chisom (janet.chisom@salempres.org), Associate Pastor 
Carlene Hickman (churchadmin@salempres.org), Church Administrator 

Dr. Will Robinson (will.robinson@salempres.org), Pastor 

in need in Salem and to those at SPC who’d otherwise be alone on Thanksgiving. We 
invited the League of Older Americans, who held lunches here at the time, other 
congregations in Salem, Total Action Against Poverty, and welfare recipients. At the first 
dinner, a small number of people joined the Outreach Committee and their 
families. From that small beginning, it’s grown so that it fills up Gresham Hall and 
overflows into the hallways. We deliver many meals as well, and members of other 
churches donate food and volunteer with us. For many in our congregation, this is their 
Thanksgiving because of the wonderful food and fellowship. For more information and 
to volunteer, see the insert. 
 
You’re invited to join the youth for “Turnip Catching” in Riner, VA, after worship TODAY. 
“Turnip Catching” is gleaning or picking leftover produce that’s sent to food pantries and 
feeding centers. All ages are welcome and will find a job they enjoy! To join us, contact 
pastor Janet (389-3881 or janet.chisom@salempres.org). 
 
We’re assembling a CARE Team to help members in crisis (e.g., health) or needing 
special assistance (e.g., birth of a baby). The CARE Team will send cards, make calls, 
visit, arrange rides, run errands, provide food, and even help in the house or yard. If 
you’d like to be involved in this ministry of care and support (in the Apostle Paul’s 
words: “bearing one another’s burdens”), please contact Elder Susan Burnett (540-793-
0414 or susanb3705@gmail.com). 

About Salem Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
 
Founded in 1831, SPC was one of the first Presbyterian churches in the Roanoke Valley 
and started other Presbyterian churches in the area. We’re committed to worshiping the 
Lord, growing in faith and grace, and serving people in His name.  We hope you’ll join 
our family of faith as the Spirit leads us to be faithful followers of the Lord in our lives 
and in the world. 

mailto:susanb3705@gmail.com


follow You and never be the same. In Your company I’ll go where Your love and 
footsteps show. Thus I’ll move and live and grow in You and You in me. 

Second Scripture Reading  Genesis 4:1-10                       OT, p. 3 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon     “Who’s Responsible?”               Dr. Will Robinson 
 
*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed            Hymnal, p. 35 

Large Print Hymnal, p. 44 
 

Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory 
*Hymn 606   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
*Prayer of Dedication 
 

The Prayers of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Hymn 727   “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Postlude 
 
*As you are able, please stand. 
 

WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME TO SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SPC)! 
Whether you’re visiting or a longtime member, we’re grateful you’re here. We don’t 
look or act alike. God knows we don’t think alike. We come with varied questions, 
burdens, and joys. But every Sunday we worship as one. Our church has deep roots. 
You’ll hear that in the hymns and Affirmation of Faith, for example. We pray you’ll also 
hear a word of comfort, challenge, God’s “still, small voice,” or otherwise experience 
God’s presence and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
So we can greet one another by name, please fill out the black fellowship register at 
the end of each pew. You’re invited to join us every Sunday for Sunday School at 9:30 
AM, worship at 11:00 AM, fellowship at 10:30 AM in Gresham Hall, and for any of 
SPC’s ministries, and there are many here to feed your soul. If you’d like to learn more 
about them or join this family of faith, please speak with pastors Will or Janet. You can 
also learn more at salempres.org, including read worship bulletins and newsletters, 
hear audio of anthems and sermons, and see upcoming ministries. 
 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME.” 
SPC values children! Children’s bulletins are available by the sanctuary doors. Child 
care for infants and toddlers is available in Rooms 103 and 104, and if you need to 
leave the service with a child, you can listen to the service in the parlor (the first room 
on your right as you walk through the front right sanctuary door). 
 
THESE MAY HELP 
If you’d like a large-print hymnal or hearing assistance device, please ask an usher. 
(Both are available on tables at the back of the sanctuary.) 
 
ABOUT WORSHIP 
Sermons are based on a lectionary used by churches worldwide. Each Sunday’s texts 
are listed in the bulletin and newsletter; we encourage you to read them prior to 
worship. Next Sunday’s texts are Hebrews 10:19-25 and Mark 13:1-8. CDs of previous 
sermons and anthems are available at the back of the sanctuary. 
 
In Advent (beginning Sunday, December 2), the sermons will explore Scriptural 
themes in three films and in the book The Christmas Cup. To prepare, we invite you to 
watch at SPC “It’s a Wonderful Life” on December 1 at 2:00 PM; “The Polar Express” 
on December 8 at 2:00 PM; and “The Grinch” on December 19 at 5:00 PM. We also 

THE LORD’S DAY SERVICE 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 11, 2018 
11:00 AM 

 
Chiming the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements  

Minute for the CARE Team       Susan Burnett, Elder 
Minute for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner        Liz Lively, Deacon 
     

Prelude 
    
*Call to Worship  from Psalm 124:8            Fran Ferguson, Elder  

Leader:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:  the maker of heaven and earth. 
Leader:  Let us worship the Lord! 

 
*Hymn 339   “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration                  Rev. Janet Chisom 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Good and Gracious God, forgive us when: 
we blame others rather than accept responsibility; 
we walk by rather than stop and help; 
our words and actions not only hurt but also lessen someone’s faith in You; 
we fail to be our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. 

Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
*Hymn 418   “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 
           (stanzas 1 and 3) 
 
Word with the Children 

After the Word with the Children, children three and younger may  
return to the nursery; children four and older may follow  

Rob and Nadia Gard to Room 106 for Children’s Worship. 
 

Anthem   “Everybody’s Got a Place in the Choir”                 Greg Gilpin 
            Children’s and Youth Choirs  

All God’s children got a place in the choir. Sing, “Hallelujah!” Everybody’s got a 
place in the choir. I’m gonna sing and shout, gonna clap my hands, gonna lift my 
voice to glory! Come and join me; take your place in the choir! 

 
First Scripture Reading       Genesis 3:1-12                       OT, p. 2 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Anthem   “Will You Come and Follow Me”           arr. Tom Trenney 
              Rachel Fauber, piano 

“Will you come and follow Me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don’t 
know and never be the same? Will you let My love be shown; will you let My name 
be known; will you let My life be grown in you and you in Me?” “Will you leave 
yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and never be 
the same? Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? Will you let 
Me answer prayer in you and you in Me?” “Will you let the blinded see if I but call 
your name? Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? Will you kiss the 
leper clean, and do such as this unseen, and admit to what I mean in you and you 
in Me?” “Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? Will you quell the 
fear inside and never be the same? Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape 
the world around, through My sight and touch and sound in you and you in Me?” 
Lord, Your summons echoes true when You but call my name. Let me turn and 

invite you to Mill Mountain Theater’s production of The Christmas Cup. We’ve reserved 
a block of seats for December 15 at 2:00 PM. Tickets are $20 for children/youth and $25 
for adults, and we can carpool from the church. To join us, please contact Karen Nelson 
(karennelson24153@yahoo.com) and bring a check to SPC by November 15.  
 
If you need a 2019 Pledge Card, it’s available on the insert in your bulletin. If you’ve 
already submitted your Card, thank you. If you need more time to prayerfully consider 
your contribution to God’s work through SPC, please do. If you can’t pledge/tithe at this 
time, please indicate that on the insert and let us know how we might help you. 
 
The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in remembrance of SFC Michael Sweat, 
United States Army, on Veteran’s Day and for Lowell Eller’s birthday, by Betty 
Moorman-Sweat, Sarah Eller, Erin and Declan Beard, and family. 
 
We thank God for Rachel Fauber who so often adds to the joy of our worship on Sunday 
by sharing her time and talents with us. 
 

GROW 
 
DISCIPLE MEANS “LEARNER.” 
We encourage everyone to be life-long learners of the Lord by committing to one of the 
following classes at 9:30 AM: 
 Pre-Kindergarten (age 2 1/2-5)—Cherub Choir (9:30-10:00 AM) and Sunday School 

(10:00-10:30 AM) 
 Kindergarten-Grade 5—Workshop Rotation: Joshua 
 Youth—Submerge  
 Disciple—Disciple III: Remember Who You Are—The Letters of Paul  
 Journey On—“When Did God Become a Christian?” 
 Kingdom Living—Kerygma: The Bible in Depth  
 
RoundTable (RT), our ministry to K-12th graders, meets from 4:15-7:10 PM for music 
and worship skills, Bible study, dinner, and recreation. The theme this week—our last 
RT this fall—is “Thanksgiving.” 
 
We encourage you to deepen your discipleship through Bible studies or classes at SPC 
and through personal devotional practices. Some resources for the latter are: The One 
Year Bible arranges Old and New Testament passages into daily readings; Our Daily 
Bread has short daily devotionals based on Scripture online at odb.org; and there are 
printed resources available in the rack on the wall at the back of the sanctuary. 
 
We’re creating a new pictorial directory that’ll be printed, online, and accessible on 
smartphones (and secure!). Members Larry Curfiss and Kate Robinson will take 
pictures on the following dates: November 13 from  5:00-8:00PM and November 17 
from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM. Questions? Contact Larry (lcurfiss@gmail.com) or Kate 
(k8robins@gmail.com). 

 
SERVE 

 
“LET US PRAY…” 
Please pray for the following members: Anne Bach, Bob Bullock, the family of Dottie 
Denison, Ben Dickerson, Judy Garst, Bob Goodwin, Doug Hayes, Toni Jolly, Erik 
Johnson, Sandy Lipes, Anna Oedel, Mike Parr, Mike Pate, Mamie Sleeper, Wanda 
Thompson, and the family of Becky Wood, and John Wood. 
 
Please also pray for these mission partners: 
 CEDEPCA in Guatemala. They provide disaster assistance, theological training, and 

vital ministry to women. 
 Renee Bach and Serving His Children. They fight malnutrition in Uganda. 
 Members John Ellison and Steve Lemons. They volunteer in disaster/crisis ministry 

with Samaritan’s Purse. 
 Leslie Vogel is a PCUSA mission co-worker serving in Central America. 
 
“LOOK FOR THE HELPERS.” — MISTER ROGERS 
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner began about 24 years ago as an outreach to those 

mailto:KarenNelson24153@yahoo.com

