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Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to 
be a visible sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed, so that all people 

may know Him as Lord and Savior. 
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Walter Biggs 

THIS WEEK AT SPC! 
 

SUNDAY - August 18 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   9:00 AM  Sunday School (see below) 

10:00 AM  Worship 
 

MONDAY - August 19 
 6:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast at Salem’s Famous Anthony’s 
 6:00 PM  Salem Fresh Ideas Garden (see below) 
 7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 

 
WEDNESDAY - August 21 

10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study (Room 117) 
11:30 AM        Downtown Lunch at Alexander’s in Roanoke  
12:00 PM  Worship Bulletin Announcements Deadline 
4:15-5:30 PM RoundTable Gathering (see below)  
  

THURSDAY - August 22 
 6:00 PM  Salem Fresh Ideas Garden (see below) 
 7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 

 
SUNDAY - August 25 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
    9:00 AM  Sunday School (see below) 

 10:00 AM  Worship 
 

† † † 
 
Sunday School 
 Children and Youth (Gresham Hall): “Re-Creation”! We’ll re-create by praying, 

reading the Bible, and strengthening relationships with one another through play 
and activities such as sidewalk chalk, bubbles, balls, and crafts. Join us! 

 Youth and Adults (Room 210) 
    August 18—“The Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls” led by Will Robinson 
           August 25—“Autobiography of Faith” led by Katie Elmore 
 
The Salem Fresh Ideas Garden is growing! We welcome you to join us as we harvest 
produce. The Garden behind SPC’s Marshall House on Clay Street, and all produce is 
given to the Salem-Roanoke County Food Pantry. 
 
RoundTable Gathering: R0undTable (RT)—our mid-week ministry to K-12th grade stu-
dents—resumes Wednesday, September 18, but we’d like to get back in the routine 
before then! Come to SPC for this Gathering (see calendar above) and enjoy games, 
crafts, and friends. We’ll also make a promotional video, so you can be a star as you 
tell others what you enjoy most about RT! 
 
Presbyterian Women (PW) in our Presbytery is engaged in the mission project 
“Handbags for Hope.” We’re collecting new and slightly used women’s handbags filled 
with goodies (small bottles of hand lotion, bath gel, toiletries, perfume, cosmetics, a 
scarf, etc.) that we’ll give to disadvantaged women at local organizations such as the 
Roanoke Rescue Mission. Please help us minister to these women by donating a filled 
handbag/s and bringing it/them any weekday or Sunday to the church office in a bag 
marked “PW.” Thank you! 

 
ON THE HORIZON 

 
 Gresham Hall Art Show submissions for         NEXT Sunday, August 25 
    “Your Favorite Bible Story” are DUE 
 Rally Day (beginning of the new church year)! Sunday, September 8 
 Church Welcome and Safety Session  Sunday, September 15, 2:00 PM 
 RoundTable ministry begins    Wednesday, September 18, 4:15-7:10  
 Big Lick Train Tug    Saturday, September 2 
    (benefitting the Presbyterian Community Center) 
 Presbyterian Women (PW) Annual Gathering Saturday, September 28,   
    at Raleigh Court Presbyterian. All women are  9:00 AM-1:30 PM 
 welcome to join us that day as we bless the  
 “Handbags for Hope” (see under THIS WEEK  
 AT SPC!) and witness the wonderful work the   
 women in our Presbytery are doing! 
 Church Picnic at Longwood Park!  Sunday, September 29, 12:15 PM 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 

We’ve been featuring members’ “Autobiographies of Faith” in our Tower Talk newsletter. 
Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the photographs and conducted 
the interviews. We’re reprinting them here in case you missed them and so others can 
enjoy them! Sarah Eller shares hers below. 

 
I grew up attending Central United Methodist in Salem, and 
so did my children. My first two children are Millie and Donna. 
Then I had a son Randy. He was two months old when he 
died, but my faith was really strong at that time. God told me 
that Randy wasn’t going to live, that he was going to take him. 
Randy died on June 15, 1968. My son Mark was born on June 
15, 1969. One year to the day. God took Randy, but he gave me 
another son. My faith kept me strong through all of that. But 
when my husband decided to leave the marriage, I just lost it. 
I was devastated, and I stopped going to church. 
 

I struggled for about five and a half years. After that, I just had a feeling I needed to go 
back to church. It was a strong pulling that that’s what I needed to do. I’d lost my job, 
and I had three children and myself to support. I’d drawn my last unemployment check 
and had no idea what I was going to do. My mother and father had just passed away in 
the previous five years, and I didn’t know where things were going. A friend called and 
said, “Sarah, I have a job. If you fill out the application, the job is yours.” So I went to 
work at Salem Tools. That week I met Lowell. He was going through a divorce. In his 
church life and upbringing, divorce was something that just didn’t happen. He was dev-
astated, unsure what to do or where to go. He was also afraid of what his family would 
think, but they stood behind him, so he was okay. I’ve always believed that God brought 
us together. 
 
We were married at Central by one of Lowell’s brothers. When Central changed pastors, 
though, we decided to look for a church home that was a little closer. That’s when we 
came to Salem Presbyterian. Since Lowell’s death, I’ve been able to keep living only 
through my belief and my love and my trust through God. It’s very, very difficult to lose 
your spouse. And of course you don’t know how to deal with anything in life until it hap-
pens to you. When it happens to you is when you draw on your faith and on the love and 
support of others. A church family is God’s gift to you, helping you live through a crisis 
like that. We live in a world where we experience success and failure, joy and despair. 
Knowing and loving and following God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit gives us the 
strength and comfort we need to face those things. It has to be very hard for those who 
don’t have that connection to God and to a Christian family. Being able to face those 
things and to live through them is only done with God’s strength. 



*Hymn 43   “You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord” 
 
*Charge and Benediction from Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance upon you and grant you His peace. Both now 
and forevermore. Amen. 

 
*Postlude     
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 
 

† † † 
 
 
WELCOME TO SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SPC)! 
Whether you’re visiting or a longtime member, we’re grateful you’re here. We don’t 
look or act alike. God knows we don’t think alike. We come with varied questions, 
burdens, and joys. But every Sunday we worship as one. Our church has deep roots. 
You’ll hear that in today’s music, for example. We pray you’ll also hear a word of 
comfort, challenge, God’s “still, small voice,” or otherwise experience God’s presence 
and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
So we can greet one another by name, please fill out the black fellowship register at 
the end of each pew. You’re invited to join us every Sunday for Sunday School at 9:00 
AM, worship at 10:00 AM, fellowship at 9:45 AM in Gresham Hall (our Summer 
Schedule), and for any of SPC’s ministries, and there are many here to feed your soul. 
If you’d like to learn more about them, you can ask pastors Will or Janet or go to 
salempres.org, where you can read worship bulletins and newsletters, hear audio of 
anthems and sermons, and see upcoming ministries. If you’d like to learn more 
about SPC or join this family of faith, please meet in the sanctuary for our next 
Explore SPC gathering on Sunday, September 22, at 9:00 AM. 
 
 
 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME.” 
SPC values children! Children’s bulletins are available by the sanctuary doors. Child 
care for infants and toddlers is available in Rooms 103 and 104, and if you need to 
leave the service with a child, you can listen to the service in the parlor (the first room 
on your right as you walk through the front right sanctuary door). 
 
 
 
THESE MAY HELP 
If you’d like a large-print hymnal or hearing assistance device, please ask an usher. 
(Both are available on tables at the back of the sanctuary.) We’ve reserved 
accessibility parking spaces on Market Street (next to the church) with large orange 
cones. Our building is wheelchair accessible at both Market Street entrances. 
 
 
 
ABOUT WORSHIP 
The sermons this summer are addressing Bible passages you’ve suggested because 
you have questions about them. We’re grateful for this unique opportunity to explore 
God’s Word with you! CDs of previous sermons and anthems are available at the 
back of the sanctuary. Also, the Session approved permitting our pastors to join our 
choir members in not wearing robes in worship during our Summer Schedule. 
The Worship and Music Committee approved reorganizing our bulletin such as 
putting descriptions of ministries/events for the week under the weekly calendar (see 
THIS WEEK AT SPC! on the back). This is a work in progress, so let us know what you 
think. 
 
We’re live-streaming worship on our Facebook page. This is a service to members 
unable to attend and an extension of our mission to share “the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior.” We’re live-

THE LORD’S DAY SERVICE 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 18, 2019 
10:00 AM 

 
Chiming the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements        
 
Prelude   “Minor Details” 
       Julia Crumpacker, piano   
  
*Call to Worship   Psalm 104:24, 30-31          Steve Lemons, Elder 

Leader:  Lord, how manifold are Your works! 
People:  In wisdom You have made them all; the earth is full of Your creatures. 
Leader:  Let us worship the Lord of all! 

 
*Hymn 20             “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
 
Prayer of Confession (beginning with silent confession) 

Lord God Almighty, You have created us, redeemed us, and sustained us. We 
confess that we hurt and neglect those You created in Your image, that we fail to 
live as people You’ve redeemed from sin, that we forget that You’re the One who 
sustains our life and our faith. In Your abundant mercy and grace, forgive our sins 
and strengthen our faith by Your Spirit, so that we would lead lives that glorify You. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness   based on Psalm 103:12 
Leader:  Hear the Good News! As far as the east is from the west, so far has God 
removed our sins from us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People:  In Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*Hymn 370         “This Is My Father’s World” 
 
Word with the Children 

After the Word with the Children, children three and younger may  
return to the nursery; children four and older will remain in the sanctuary. 

 
Special Music   “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                     arr. Lloyd Larson
               Chuck Garst and Reed Carter, duet  

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. Lord, I want to be more loving in my 
heart. Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. Lord, I want to be like Jesus, in my 
heart. 
 

Scripture Reading  Matthew 16:27-28                   NT, p. 18 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon    “Was Jesus Wrong?”               Dr. Will Robinson 
 
*Hymn 348   “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith           Hymnal, p. 37 
        (sections 1 and 2 only)     Large Print Hymnal, p. 47 
 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory    “Aurora Borealis”                                                  Nancy Faber 
              Maddie Johnson, piano 
*Hymn 606         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
Prayers of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer                 Rev. Janet Chisom 
 

streaming though Facebook because it’s free, but we plan to live-stream through our 
website once we settle on the best platform. 
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of their daughter Amanda 
Rydell Naggy by members Carl and Carol Rydell. 
 
We thank Julia Crumpacker, Chuck Garst, and Maddie Johnson for adding to the joy of 
our worship today! 
 
 
 
“LET US PRAY…” 
Please pray for the following members: Anne Bach, Bob Bullock, Judy Garst, Bob 
Goodwin, Laura Hart, Erik Johnson, Toni Jolly, Doug Kayton, Emily Cole Kelliher, Sandy 
Lipes, Ginger Miller, Anna Oedel, Freeman and Mamie Sleeper, Maria Stallions, 
Lindsey Tear Parr, Wanda Thompson, and John Wood. 
 
Please also pray for these mission partners: 
 CEDEPCA in Guatemala. They provide disaster assistance, theological training, and 

vital ministry to women.  
 Renee Bach and Serving His Children. They fight malnutrition in Uganda. 
 Member John Ellison who volunteers in disaster/crisis ministry with Samaritan’s 

Purse. 
 Leslie Vogel who’s a PCUSA mission co-worker serving in Central America. 
 
 

† † † 
 
 
We need another nursery caregiver to love our littlest lambs at SPC. If you know 
someone age eighteen or older who’d be interested in working in our nursery, please 
have them contact the church at 540-389-3881. Thank you! 
 
A NEW pictorial phone directory will be published in print and online in September! If 
you need to update any of your information (phone, address, email, etc.), please do so 
by providing it to the church office (389-3881 or churchadmin@salempres.org) no later 
than August 26. Thank you! 

 
 

About Salem Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
 
Founded in 1831, SPC was one of the first Presbyterian churches in the Roanoke Valley 
and started other Presbyterian churches in the area. We’re committed to worshiping 
the Lord, growing in faith and fellowship, strengthening our relationship with Him, and 
serving people in His name, especially those in need. We invite you to join our family of 
faith as the Spirit leads us to be His faithful followers in our lives and in the world, wit-
nessing to His grace, mercy, justice, and love. 

 
STAFF 

 
Erin Beard, Tracey Blankenship, Alyssa Caldwell, and Lauren Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 

Kitty Beehner (kitty.beehner@salempres.org), Parish Nurse 
Reed Carter (reed.carter@salempres.org), Director of Music and Organist 

Rev. Janet Chisom (janet.chisom@salempres.org), Associate Pastor 
Carlene Hickman (churchadmin@salempres.org), Church Administrator 
Dr. Will Robinson (will.robinson@salempres.org), Pastor/Head of Staff 


