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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
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10:00 AM 

 
Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to 
be a visible sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed, so that all people 

may know Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
 

WORSHIP.  GROW.  SERVE. 

 

THIS WEEK AT SPC! 
 

SUNDAY - July 21 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  Worship 
 11:15 PM  Worship and Music Committee meeting (Room 117) 
 

MONDAY - July 22 
 6:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast at Salem’s Famous Anthony’s 
 9:00 AM  High School Mini-Missions 
 7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 
 

TUESDAY - July 23 
 9:00 AM  High School Mini-Missions 

    
WEDNESDAY - July 24 

 9:00 AM  High School Mini-Missions 
 10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study (Room 117) 
 11:45 AM        Downtown Lunch at Alexander’s in Roanoke 
12:00 PM  Worship Bulletin Announcements Deadline 
   

THURSDAY - July 25 
  9:00 AM  High School Mini-Missions 
  7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 
 
FRIDAY - July 26 
    9:00 AM  High School Mini-Missions 
 
SUNDAY - July 28 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
    9:00 AM  Sunday School 

 10:00 AM  Worship 

 
MINISTRIES TO REMEMBER! 

 
 High School Mini-Missions   THIS WEEK, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 
 Rally Day!     Sunday, September 8 
 Church Welcome and Safety Session  Sunday, September 15, 2:00 PM 
 RoundTable Begins    September 18, 4:15-7:10 PM 
 Annual Church Picnic    Sunday, September 29, 12:15 PM 
 CEDEPCA Mission Trip                October 28-November 4 

STAFF 
 

Erin Beard, Tracey Blankenship, Alyssa Caldwell, and Lauren Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 
Kitty Beehner (kitty.beehner@salempres.org), Parish Nurse 

Reed Carter (reed.carter@salempres.org), Director of Music and Organist 
Rev. Janet Chisom (janet.chisom@salempres.org), Associate Pastor 

Carlene Hickman (churchadmin@salempres.org), Church Administrator 
Dr. Will Robinson (will.robinson@salempres.org), Pastor/Head of Staff 

 

Salem Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 536 

41 East Main Street 
Salem, VA  24153 

(540) 389-3881/salempres.org 

Walter Biggs 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 

We’ve been featuring members’ “Autobiographies of Faith” in our Tower Talk newslet-
ter. Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the photographs and con-
ducted the interviews. We’re reprinting them here in case you missed them and so oth-
ers can enjoy them! Katie Elmore shares hers below. 

 
I grew up in a deep Christian family. We went to church, Dad 
read us Bible stories at bedtime, and we always said a blessing as 
a family at meals. I thought everybody was like that. It was just 
life, and that’s what we did. When I was a teenager, I started go-
ing to church camp. That’s when I really fell in love with Jesus. In 
my bedroom as a teenager, I had my David Lee Roth post-
er and my Jesus stuff. I mean I was Jesus’ biggest fan! I thought: 
This guy is a rockstar for goodness and kindness and the way 
we’re supposed to love one another. I just loved Jesus and what 

he stood for and his ministry. How he related to women, children, and especially out-
casts. How he loved the riff-raff of the world. He didn’t care about money or prestige. 
He took care of people on the margins, so I was like a superfan. High school, college, 
the same. I did Young Life and led a Bible study in college. I didn’t feel the need to con-
vert anybody; I was like: You do you, but I’m a huge Jesus fan. That hasn’t really wa-
vered. 
 
Recently, I’ve been wanting to know more, so three years ago I started taking an educa-
tion for ministry class through the Episcopal church. I did it just for fun; I just wanted 
to learn, and I’ve learned so much. There’s some dark, dark stuff in the Bible. A lot of       
division. I thought I knew the Bible. The history of how Scripture was chosen, what was 
put in the Biblical canon and what was left out is what I wanted to know. I thought: So 
now that I know what I know, how am I going to take what I know and still want to be a 
part of this faith community? Well, it’s pushed me for sure. I have a lot of things in life 
that have pushed me and challenged my faith, but I think I’m a Jesus fan now more 
than ever. Because I think Jesus has been hijacked by the religious right. They’re using 
evangelism for political gain, and that infuriates me because it’s so opposite of who 
Jesus was. So I’ve struggled a lot now that I know the dark history of the Christian 
church. We’ve done horrible things in the name of God. And that kind of stuff makes 
me want to turn away, but I won’t turn away, because I feel like love is the reason and 
the whole point of the Christian church. Love God. Love your neighbor. It’s so simple. 
It’s two things. How easy is that? And so if it doesn’t stem from that, it isn’t real. I be-
lieve the church is trying. It’s made of people, so the church screws up a lot. But we’re 
trying. And what a beautiful place to be: among a community of believers trying to live 
by those commands. So yeah, sign me up, I want to be a part of that. 
 
As for my own personal journey, I’ve really flipped a lot of what I believe in my adult 
years from my childhood. I feel like my childhood and young adult faith was very child-
like, and now I know more. Life has happened. I’ve lost my parents, and I’ve lost my 
brother. I was with my father and my brother when they died. That shapes you. It makes 
you think a lot about: “What are we doing here?” “What is this all about?” “What is 
life?” That has shaped my faith tremendously. It’s also made me question. So I think 
I’ve learned more through my questions than any answers. I think our sweet little Salem 
Presbyterian Church, and most churches, are people grappling with questions like 
these. We want to do that in community, and we want to love God and serve God. But 
really what we’re doing is loving and serving God by loving and serving one another. 
Because that’s where God lives. God lives in you, God is in me. God is not out there, 
God is here. And so we do it best when we serve one another. 

write a check to NCUMC with “Newport” on the memo line. Thank you! 
 
Join Us! We need another nursery caregiver to love our littlest lambs at SPC. If you know 
someone age eighteen or older who’d be interested in working in our nursery, please 
have them contact the church at 540-389-3881. Thank you! 



lives, and in all people. We follow Jesus, who incarnated God’s love in His life and 
ministry, in His death and resurrection. By His Spirit in us, we are filled with 
God’s love, too, and we live it by loving God and our neighbors through our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. Amen. 

 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory   
*Hymn 606         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
Prayers of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer     Rev. Janet Chisom 
 
*Hymn 753   “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  
 
*Charge and Benediction 

Go in peace; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and 
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Postlude     
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

† † † 
 

WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME TO SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SPC)! 
Whether you’re visiting or a longtime member, we’re grateful you’re here. We don’t 
look or act alike. God knows we don’t think alike. We come with varied questions, 
burdens, and joys. But every Sunday we worship as one. Our church has deep roots. 
You’ll hear that in the hymns, for example. We pray you’ll also hear a word of 
comfort, challenge, God’s “still, small voice,” or otherwise experience God’s presence 
and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
So we can greet one another by name, please fill out the black fellowship register at 
the end of each pew. You’re invited to join us every Sunday for Sunday School at 9:00 
AM, worship at 10:00 AM, fellowship at 9:45 AM in Gresham Hall (our Summer 
Schedule), and for any of SPC’s ministries, and there are many here to feed your soul. 
If you’d like to learn more about them, you can ask pastors Will or Janet or go to 
salempres.org, where you can read worship bulletins and newsletters, hear audio of  
anthems and sermons, and see upcoming ministries. If you’d like to learn more 
about SPC or join this family of faith, please meet in the sanctuary for our next 
Explore SPC gathering on Sunday, September 22, at 9:00 AM. 
 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME.” 
SPC values children! Children’s bulletins are available by the sanctuary doors. Child 
care for infants and toddlers is available in Rooms 103 and 104, and if you need to 
leave the service with a child, you can listen to the service in the parlor (the first room 
on your right as you walk through the front right sanctuary door). 
 
THESE MAY HELP 
If you’d like a large-print hymnal or hearing assistance device, please ask an usher. 
(Both are available on tables at the back of the sanctuary.) We’ve reserved 
accessibility parking spaces on Market Street (next to the church) with large orange 
cones. Our building is wheelchair accessible at both Market Street entrances. 
 
ABOUT WORSHIP 
The sermons in July and August are addressing Bible passages you’ve suggested 
because you have questions about them. We’re grateful for this unique opportunity to 
explore God’s Word with you! CDs of previous sermons and anthems are available at 
the back of the sanctuary. Also, the Session approved permitting our pastors to join 
our choir members in not wearing robes in worship during our Summer Schedule. 
We’re live-streaming worship on our Facebook page. This is a service to members 
unable to attend and an extension of our mission to share “the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior.” We’re live-

THE LORD’S DAY SERVICE 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 21, 2019 
10:00 AM 

 
Chiming the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements        
 
Prelude  
 
*Call to Worship  based on Galatians 3:28            Faye Hastings, Elder 

Leader:  There is no longer Jew or Gentile; 
People:  we are all one in Christ! 
Leader:  There is no longer male or female; 
People:  we are all one in Christ! 
Leader:  There is no longer stranger or friend; 
People:  we are all one in Christ! 

 
*Hymn 300   “We Are One in the Spirit” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
 
Prayer of Confession (beginning with silent confession) 

Lord, forgive us when we: 
 get even instead of turn the other cheek; 
 hold grudges instead of forgiving people; 
 curse our enemies instead of pray for them; 
 fear our neighbors instead of loving them; 
 are indifferent to suffering and injustice instead of moved to address them. 
With the help of Your Spirit in us, enable us to live as Your faithful disciples this 
day and always. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  based on Romans 8:1-2 
Leader:  Hear the Good News! There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. 
Because we are His, the power of the Spirit has set us free from the power of sin 
and death! 
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
*Hymn 582             “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
  
The Peace 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Word with the Children 

After the Word with the Children, children three and younger may  
return to the nursery; children four and older will remain in the sanctuary. 

 
Special Music  Kyle Fauber and Rachel Fauber     
 
Scripture Reading  Deuteronomy 10:17-19 

The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great and mighty and 
awesome God who does not play favorites or take a bribe, who does justice for the 
orphan and the widow, and who loves the ger, providing the ger food and clothing. 
So you shall also love the ger, for you were gerim in the land of Egypt. 
Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon    “God and the ger”               Dr. Will Robinson 
 
*Hymn 754   “Help Us Accept Each Other” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in God who is love, whose love is manifest in all of creation, in our 

streaming though Facebook because it’s free, but we plan to live-stream through our 
website once we settle on the best platform. 
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God by members George and Pat Lester in loving 
memory of their parents and siblings. We also thank Kyle Fauber and Rachel Fauber 
for adding to the joy of our worship this morning. 

 
GROW 

 
DISCIPLE MEANS “LEARNER.” 
We encourage everyone to be life-long learners of the Lord by committing to one of 
the following classes at 9:00 AM: 
 Children and Youth (Gresham Hall) 
 “Re-Creation”! We’ll re-create by praying, reading the Bible, and 
 strengthening relationships with one another through play and activities such 
 as sidewalk chalk, bubbles, balls, and crafts. Join us! 
 Adults (Room 210) 
 July 28—”Reflections on Ministry” led by Felecia Parsell 
 August 4, 11, and 18—“The Bible and the Dead See Scrolls” led by Will 
 Robinson 
 

SERVE 
 
“LET US PRAY…” 
Please pray for the following members: Anne Bach, Bob Bullock, Judy Garst, Bob 
Goodwin, Laura Hart, Toni Jolly, Erik Johnson, Doug Kayton, Emily Cole Kelliher, 
Sandy Lipes, Anna Oedel, Freeman and Mamie Sleeper, Maria Stallions, Wanda 
Thompson, and John Wood. 
 
Please also pray for these mission partners: 
 CEDEPCA in Guatemala. They provide disaster assistance, theological training, 

and vital ministry to women.  
 Renee Bach and Serving His Children. They fight malnutrition in Uganda. 
 Member John Ellison who volunteers in disaster/crisis ministry with Samaritan’s 

Purse. 
 Leslie Vogel who’s a PCUSA mission co-worker serving in Central America. 
 
“LOOK FOR THE HELPERS.” — MISTER ROGERS 
  High School Mini-Missions is THIS week from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM. Registrations 

are due TODAY! Please pray for the youth and adults as they serve others in our 
community.  

 The Salem Fresh Ideas Garden is growing...squash, peppers, green beans, and 
tomatoes! We welcome volunteers (no experience necessary!) to join us on 
Mondays at 6:00 PM. The Garden is behind SPC’s Marshall House, and all 
produce is provided to the Salem-Roanoke County Food Pantry. 

 KP Needed! Please help us give our kitchen a good cleaning on August 10 at 9:00 
AM. A signup sheet is posted outside Gresham Hall. Thank you! 

 Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Presbyterian Women (PW) in our presbytery is engaged in a 
mission project called “Handbags for Hope.” We’re collecting new and slightly 
used women’s handbags that are filled with goodies (small bottles of hand lotion, 
bath gel, toiletries, perfume, cosmetics, a scarf, etc.) that will be given to 
disadvantaged women. We’ll deliver them to organizations in our presbytery such 
as Turning Point Shelter, Bethany Place, Catholic Charities, and the Roanoke 
Rescue Mission. Please help us give these women a brighter outlook and help 
them move forward in their lives. You can leave your filled handbag/s in a bag in 
the church office labeled “PW.” We’ll bless them at PW’s Annual Gathering at 
Raleigh Court Presbyterian on September 28 (to learn more see the PW bulletin 
board in the hallway leading to the sanctuary). You’re welcome to join us that day 
and witness the wonderful work the women in our Presbytery are doing! 

 Eight SPCers helped rebuild the home of Christina Jones in Newport, NC, in June. 
Her home was flooded last fall during Hurricane Florence. We insulated, laid 
flooring, and put drywall in two rooms. There’s more work to be done, and the 
entire renovation will cost almost $10,000. We’re sending a donation to the NC 
Conference of the UMC to help defray that cost. If you’d like to contribute, please 


