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Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to 
be a visible sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed, so that all people 

may know Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
 

WORSHIP.  GROW.  SERVE. 

 
THIS WEEK AT SPC! 

 
SUNDAY - July 7 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Family Promise Host Week 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  Worship 
 2:00 PM  Vacation Bible School Decorating at SPC 
 

MONDAY - July 8 
 6:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast at Salem’s Famous Anthony’s 
 9:00 AM  Vacation Bible School 
 7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 

 
TUESDAY - July 9 
    9:00 AM  Vacation Bible School  
     
WEDNESDAY - July 10 

 9:00 AM  Vacation Bible School   
 10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study (Room 117) 
 12:00 PM  Worship Bulletin Announcements Deadline 

 
THURSDAY - July 11 
  9:00 AM  Vacation Bible School  
  7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 
 
FRIDAY- July 12 
     9:00 AM  Vacation Bible School  

 
SUNDAY - July 14 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Two Cents-A-Meal 
 Canned Goods on Communion (bring a canned good for the Food Pantry) 
    9:00 AM  Sunday School 

 10:00 AM  Worship with Communion 

MINISTRIES TO REMEMBER! 
 

 Vacation Bible School (pre-K-5th graders) Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 Montreat Youth Conference (9th-12th graders) July 14-20 
 High School Mini-Missions   July 22-26, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

 
STAFF 

 
Erin Beard, Tracey Blankenship, Alyssa Caldwell, and Lauren Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 

Kitty Beehner (kitty.beehner@salempres.org), Parish Nurse 
Reed Carter (reed.carter@salempres.org), Director of Music and Organist 

Rev. Janet Chisom (janet.chisom@salempres.org), Associate Pastor 
Carlene Hickman (churchadmin@salempres.org), Church Administrator 
Dr. Will Robinson (will.robinson@salempres.org), Pastor/Head of Staff 

Salem Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 536 

41 East Main Street 
Salem, VA  24153 
(540) 389-3881 
salempres.org 

 
About Salem Presbyterian Church (SPC) 

 
Founded in 1831, SPC was one of the first Presbyterian churches in the Roanoke Valley 
and started other Presbyterian churches in the area. We’re committed to worshiping the 
Lord, growing in faith and fellowship, strengthening our relationship with Him, and 
serving people in His name, especially those in need. We invite you to join our family of 
faith as the Spirit leads us to be His faithful followers in our lives and in the world, wit-
nessing to His grace, mercy, justice, and love. 

Walter Biggs 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 

We’ve been featuring members’ “Autobiographies of Faith” in our Tower Talk newslet-
ter. Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the photographs and con-
ducted the interviews. We’re reprinting them here in case you missed them and so oth-
ers can enjoy them! Judy Goodwin shares hers below. 

 
I grew up in the Catholic church. I went to church every Sunday 
(until I went to college where I didn’t attend as often as I should 
have). Then I met Bob, and we got engaged. He was born and 
raised a Methodist—at First United Methodist in Salem—and he 
went to that church from 1974 to 1996. So, we went there. Then 
there was some division over a minister. We weren’t on either 
side, but we felt sort of pulled, and it never felt quite the same 
after that. So we started going less and less and thought, “We’ve 
just got to find a new place.” And we planned to go to LOTS of 
different churches, but we started at Salem Presbyterian and just 
stayed. It felt so nice; it felt right. Kathy Bowen was the first per-
son to come up to us right after the service and welcome us. I 

thought, “How nice! What a sweetie.” 
 
For me, there wasn’t really a time when my faith “ebbed and flowed.” Now, I felt guilty 
at times because when you’re raised Catholic, you are supposed to go EVERY Sunday. 
There is no excuse. So I always felt like I should be at church. When I was in college, I 
would go occasionally, but I would stay in the dorm room occasionally, too. But I never 
felt like I left the church or my faith. And it never felt strange going with Bob to the 
Methodist church and then going to Salem Presbyterian. They’re more alike than they 
are different, so it felt comfortable. 
 
I will say, of course, I’ve enjoyed going to church more at Salem Presbyterian than any-
where else. I feel a closer connection. We’ve missed some this summer because Bob 
has had some physical issues, but it just feels good. You don’t want to miss. I enjoy 
going: the sermons are good; the feeling is good; the music is excellent. Everything 
about it makes me feel good, so I want to be a part of it. Bob has served as an elder, 
and so have I. I enjoy everything I do at the church, although being an elder is hard 
work! I don’t care what committee you’re on, there is something important that needs 
to be done. It’s an eye opener. But it’s such a wonderful thing, and I’m so glad people 
are willing to become elders! As hard at it is, it is very fulfilling (though you are a little 
relieved when it’s over!) 
 
I see myself being a part of the church forever. 

 Two Cents-A-Meal is an expression of gratitude for our blessings and a 
commitment to help feed our neighbors in need in response to Jesus’ command, 
“Feed my sheep.” Please place your contributions in the designated jars in the 
sanctuary windowsills next Sunday. Also, as we partake of the Lord’s Supper next 
Sunday, please bring a canned good and place it in the bins in the sanctuary to help 
us feed the hungry in our community through the Salem-Roanoke County Food 
Pantry. Thank you! 

 
† † † 

 
HELP WANTED! We need another nursery caregiver to love our littlest lambs at SPC. If 
you know someone age eighteen or older who’d be interested in working in our nursery, 
please have them contact the church at 540-389-3881. Thank you! 



*Hymn 757   “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed                        Hymnal, p. 35 
            Large Print Hymnal, p. 44 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory    “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”        Anna Laura Page 
*Hymn 606         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
Prayers of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer       Rev. Janet Chisom 
 
*Hymn 761   “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”  
 
*Charge and Benediction 

Go in peace; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and 
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Postlude    “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                Anna Laura Page
    
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

† † † 
 

WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME TO SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SPC)! 
Whether you’re visiting or a longtime member, we’re grateful you’re here. We don’t 
look or act alike. God knows we don’t think alike. We come with varied questions, 
burdens, and joys. But every Sunday we worship as one. Our church has deep roots. 
You’ll hear that in the Affirmation of Faith, for example. We pray you’ll also hear a 
word of comfort, challenge, God’s “still, small voice,” or otherwise experience God’s 
presence and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
So we can greet one another by name, please fill out the black fellowship register at 
the end of each pew. You’re invited to join us every Sunday for Sunday School at 9:00 
AM, worship at 10:00 AM, fellowship at 9:45 AM in Gresham Hall (our Summer 
Schedule), and for any of SPC’s ministries, and there are many here to feed your soul. 
If you’d like to learn more about them, you can ask pastors Will or Janet or go to 
salempres.org, where you can read worship bulletins and newsletters, hear audio of 
anthems and sermons, and see upcoming ministries. If you’d like to learn more about 
SPC or join this family of faith, please meet in the sanctuary for our next Explore SPC 
gathering on Sunday, September 22, at 9:00 AM. 
 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME.” 
SPC values children! Children’s bulletins are available by the sanctuary doors. Child 
care for infants and toddlers is available in Rooms 103 and 104, and if you need to 
leave the service with a child, you can listen to the service in the parlor (the first room 
on your right as you walk through the front right sanctuary door). 
 
THESE MAY HELP 
If you’d like a large-print hymnal or hearing assistance device, please ask an usher. 
(Both are available on tables at the back of the sanctuary.) We’ve reserved accessibility 
parking spaces on Market Street (next to the church) with large orange cones. Our 
building is wheelchair accessible at both Market Street entrances. 
 
ABOUT WORSHIP 
The sermons in July and August are addressing Bible passages you’ve suggested 
because you have questions about them. To submit a perplexing Bible passage or 
question about the Bible, please use the insert in this bulletin or email pastor Will at 
will.robinson@salempres.org or by calling/texting him at 540-525-9733. We’re grateful 
for this unique opportunity to explore God’s Word with you! CDs of previous sermons 
and anthems are available at the back of the sanctuary. Next Sunday we’ll celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper in worship, so please bring a canned good to worship for the Salem-
Roanoke County Food Pantry. 
 

THE LORD’S DAY SERVICE 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 7, 2019 
10:00 AM 

 
Chiming the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements        
 
Prelude   “Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above”                  Anna Laura Page
  
*Call to Worship                             Nancy Gattoni, Elder 

Leader:  To your name, Lord Jesus, help me bow the head 
People:  and all its thinking; 
Leader:  bow the will 
People:  and all its choosing; 
Leader:  bow the heart 
People:  and all its loving. Amen. 

 
*Hymn 392   “Jesus, We Are Here”   
 
*Prayer of Adoration 
 
Prayer of Confession (beginning with silent confession) 

Lord, forgive us when we: 
 get even instead of turn the other cheek; 
 curse our enemies instead of pray for them; 
 hold grudges instead of forgiving people; 
 fear our neighbors instead of loving them; 
 are indifferent to suffering and injustice instead of moved to address them. 
Through Your Spirit in us, help us to live as Your faithful disciples this day and 
always. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  based on Romans 8:1-2 
Leader:  Hear the Good News! There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. 
Because we are His, the power of the Spirit has set us free from the power of sin 
and death! 
People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 

 
*Hymn 582             “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
   
The Peace 

Leader:  Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Word with the Children 

After the Word with the Children, children three and younger may  
return to the nursery; children four and older will remain in the sanctuary. 

 
Special Music   “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”                 Sebastian Temple
                 Reed Carter, soloist 

Make me a channel of Your peace. Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love; 
where there is injury, Your pardon, Lord; and where there’s doubt, true faith in You. 
Make me a channel of Your peace. Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, only light; and where there’s sadness, ever joy. Oh, 
Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand, to be loved, as to love, with all my soul. Make me a 
channel of Your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, in giving of 
ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  Matthew 5:38-42                                      NT p. 5 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon    “Turn the Other Cheek”               Dr. Will Robinson 

We’re live-streaming worship on our Facebook page. This is a service to members 
unable to attend and an extension of our mission to share “the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior.” We’re live-
streaming though Facebook because it’s free, but we plan to live-stream through our 
website once we settle on the best platform. 
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of the birthday of  
Dottie Denison by the Wednesday Morning Bible Study group. If you’d like to leave 
your flowers, we’ll divide them into small bouquets in vases and place them on the 
table outside the church office on Monday. We invite any of you to take a bouquet to 
homebound or sick members or to anybody you think would appreciate one. 
 

GROW 
 
DISCIPLE MEANS “LEARNER.” 
We encourage everyone to be life-long learners of the Lord by committing to one of 
the following classes at 9:00 AM: 
 Children and Youth (Gresham Hall) 
 “Re-Creation”! We’ll re-create by praying, reading the Bible, and 
 strengthening relationships with one another through play and activities 
 such as sidewalk  chalk, bubbles, balls, and crafts. Join us! 
 Adults (Room 210) 
 July 14, 21—“Christ Is Not Jesus’ Last Name!” led by Hank Sullivan 

 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) begins this week. We’re teaming with College Lutheran 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal to host forty children, age 3-5th grade. We’re grateful for the 
many adult and youth volunteers who’ve worked hard to plan VBS and will care for 
these children and teach them about the Lord. 
 
High School Mini-Missions are July 22-26, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM. It’s a week of serving in 
our community and growing in faith. We have room for more, so register now! 
 

SERVE 
 
“LET US PRAY…” 
Please pray for the following members: Anne Bach, Bob Bullock, Judy Garst, Bob 
Goodwin, Laura Hart, Toni Jolly, Erik Johnson, Doug Kayton, Emily Cole Kelliher, the 
family of Jim Lawrence, Sandy Lipes, Anna Oedel, Freeman and Mamie Sleeper, Maria 
Stallions, Wanda Thompson, and John Wood. 
 
Please also pray for these mission partners: 
 CEDEPCA in Guatemala. They provide disaster assistance, theological training, 

and vital ministry to women.  
 Renee Bach and Serving His Children. They fight malnutrition in Uganda. 
 Member John Ellison who volunteers in disaster/crisis ministry with Samaritan’s 

Purse. 
 Leslie Vogel who’s a PCUSA mission co-worker serving in Central America. 
 
“LOOK FOR THE HELPERS.” — MISTER ROGERS 
 Eight SPCers helped rebuild the home of Christina in Newport, NC, June 23-29. 

Her home was flooded last fall during Hurricane Florence. We insulated, laid 
flooring, and put drywall in two rooms. There’s much more work to be done, and 
the entire renovation will cost almost $10,000. We’re sending a donation to the 
North Carolina Conference of the UMC to help defray that cost. If you’d like to 
contribute, please write a check to NCUMC with “Newport” on the memo line. 
Thank you! 

 SPC’s Family Promise (FP) Team thanks you for your unfailing support of the FP 
ministry. You’ve answered the call—once again—to provide meals, supplies, and 
hosts for our July 7-14 host week. How wonderful it is that we’re expressing 
Christ’s love to these homeless families! 

 The Salem Fresh Ideas Garden (on SPC property behind the Marshall House) will 
need volunteers to help harvest produce soon. Questions? Contact member 
Rachel Burks (rachelcb@vt.edu or 540-816-0392 ). All produce is donated to the 
Salem-Roanoke County Food Pantry to help feed people in need. 


