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Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 30, 2019 
10:00 AM 

 
Our mission, inspired by God through the Holy Spirit, is to 
be a visible sign of God’s love for all people by sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed, so that all people 

may know Him as Lord and Savior. 
 
 

WORSHIP.  GROW.  SERVE. 

THIS WEEK AT SPC! 
 

SUNDAY - June 30 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  Worship with Welcome of New Members! 
 

MONDAY - July 1 
 6:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast at Salem’s Famous Anthony’s 
 7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 

 
TUESDAY - July 2 
     11:00 AM  Staff Lunch 
     
WEDNESDAY - July 3 

 10:30 AM   Women’s Bible Study (Room 117) 
 12:00 PM  Worship Bulletin Announcements Deadline 

 
THURSDAY - July 4 
  Independence Day: Church Office Closed 
  7:30 PM  Narcotics Anonymous (NA) meeting (Gresham Hall) 

 
SUNDAY - July 7 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Family Promise Host Week 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  Worship 
 2:00 PM  Vacation Bible School Decorating 
 

 The Salem Choral Society invites you to its “Let Freedom Ring” concert TODAY at 
4:00 PM at Shiloh Baptist Church. There’s no admission fee, though donations are 
greatly appreciated, and childcare will be provided. 

MINISTRIES TO REMEMBER! 
 

 Vacation Bible School (pre-K-5th graders) July 8-12, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 Montreat Youth Conference (9th-12th graders) July 14-20 
 High School Mini-Missions   July 22-26, 9:00 AM-1:00 PM 

STAFF 
 

Dr. Will Robinson (will.robinson@salempres.org), Pastor 
Rev. Janet Chisom (janet.chisom@salempres.org), Associate Pastor 

Reed Carter (reed.carter@salempres.org), Director of Music 
Kitty Beehner (kitty.beehner@salempres.org), Parish Nurse 

Carlene Hickman (churchadmin@salempres.org), Church Administrator 
Erin Beard, Tracey Blankenship, Alyssa Caldwell, Lauren Carroll, Nursery Caregivers 

Salem Presbyterian Church 
P.O. Box 536 

41 East Main Street 
Salem, VA  24153 
(540) 389-3881 
salempres.org 

About Salem Presbyterian Church (SPC) 
 
Founded in 1831, SPC was one of the first Presbyterian churches in the Roanoke Valley 
and started other Presbyterian churches in the area. We’re committed to worshiping the 
Lord, growing in faith and fellowship, strengthening our relationship with Him, and 
serving people in His name, especially those in need. We invite you to join our family of 
faith as the Spirit leads us to be His faithful followers in our lives and in the world, wit-
nessing to His grace, mercy, justice, and love. 

Walter Biggs 

“Autobiographies of Faith” 
 

We’ve been featuring members’ “Autobiographies of Faith” in our Tower Talk newslet-
ter. Member and gifted photojournalist Maggie Rotanz took the photographs and con-
ducted the interviews. We’re reprinting them here in case you missed them and so oth-
ers can enjoy them! Carolyn Greene shares hers below. 

 
As a child, I attended church with my mother on 
Christmas and Easter, but I didn’t really believe in 
God. The first place I really believed in something 
bigger than me was in the woods and at the beach. 
Flowers, snow, the myriad colors of sand, the smell 
of the forest, the complexity of the earth underneath 
a patch of grass, the waves rolling and rolling and 
rolling. And I always liked things that messed with 
my head: books, art, nature, and music, mostly. So I 
always felt there was something greater than hu-
mans. How could we be the coolest things ever  
created? 
 

When we came back to my husband Hunter’s hometown of Salem in 1988, we started 
going to church for purely social reasons. Young family + a small Southern town = 
church. I became a Deacon and learned more about the church, and I saw how much 
the church gave to the community and how much you could depend on the support of 
the church. And listening to our pastor at the time, Rev. Fred Webb, made me think. 
 
The watershed for me was when I served on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 
that called Rev. Dean Lindsey as pastor. One night, the PNC was meeting and some-
body said, “All right, we’re going to go around the table and pray for each person on the 
PNC.” I was skeptical. But people around the room prayed, and when it was my turn, I 
literally felt a hand on my shoulder…and it rocked my world. That experience helped me 
begin to take the leap of faith. So, at age 35, I started on the path to believing in a divini-
ty. 
 
I can’t believe that Jesus is the only path. Obviously, he’s a SUPER cool guy, really brave 
and revolutionary, and I’m trying to follow his example. But I just can’t believe that peo-
ple who were born in Sri Lanka and raised Buddhist or that folks born in Morocco and 
raised Muslim need to follow the same prophet tradition that I follow. I feel as if we are 
all tapping into the same source of power and love, just calling it different things. Like 
looking at Poor Mountain from different angles. 
 
I love the community and fellowship of Salem Pres...it’s just full of great people!!! It’s 
important to me that our church members are not all alike. As I understand it, our 
church is about half liberal-ish, and half conservative-ish. Sometimes in the same fami-
ly! We all think a little differently. I think it’s really, really important to continue a loving 
dialogue always…with open EARS as well as open mouths. 
 
One of the things that I like about being Presbyterian is the “scholarly tradition.” Some-
body says something, even about the Bible, and it’s OK for us to say, “Wait, what?!?” 
We can have traditions and questions at the same time. I love having my brain and 
heart stimulated, provoked. Sunday School classes, RoundTable dinner discussions 
with middle school students, Joy Circle studies, sermons. I like it when somebody says 
something I don’t understand or agree with. 
 
Another thing I like about SPC is that it’s a wonderful platform for community service. 
Sure, I could maybe volunteer for Family Promise [a local ministry to homeless children 
and their families] on my own or have dinner with middle school kids on my own or 
walk along the Greenway picking up trash on my own, but it’s much better to have a 
group to do it with. I think we can do more as a group than we could on our own. 
 
Also, I love the traditions of our church. While able to question, learn, and probe, we 
also pray in unison, sing together, and have yearly traditions. There is nothing like East-
er morning, everyone standing, singing, “Christ the Lord is Risen to-day-ay, Ah-ah-ah-
aahhhhh-laaaaay-ay-luuu-uu-yah”!!! Just close your eyes, and let the love, and music, 
and the connection to the divine, and the community wash over you. 

The Greenes: Ruthiey, Hunter, 
Carolyn, and Mary Thorn 



*Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith           Hymnal, p. 38 
          (Sections 4, 5, and 6)   Large Print Hymnal, p. 48 
 
Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory    “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”                           arr. Eleanor Whitsett 
*Hymn 606         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
Prayers of the Church and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Hymn 338   “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
 
*Postlude    “The Stars and Stripes Forever”                      John Philip Sousa 
                  Pam Elgin and Reed Carter, piano 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 
 

† † † 
 

WORSHIP 
 
WELCOME TO SALEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SPC)! 
Whether you’re visiting or a longtime member, we’re grateful you’re here. We don’t 
look or act alike. God knows we don’t think alike. We come with varied questions, 
burdens, and joys. But every Sunday we worship as one. Our church has deep roots. 
You’ll hear that in the hymns, for example. We pray you’ll also hear a word of 
comfort, challenge, God’s “still, small voice,” or otherwise experience God’s presence 
and deepen your relationship with Him. 
 
So we can greet one another by name, please fill out the black fellowship register at 
the end of each pew. You’re invited to join us every Sunday for Sunday School at 9:00 
AM, worship at 10:00 AM, fellowship at 9:45 AM in Gresham Hall (our Summer 
Schedule), and for any of SPC’s ministries, and there are many here to feed your soul. 
If you’d like to learn more about them, you can ask pastors Will or Janet or go to 
salempres.org, where you can read worship bulletins and newsletters, hear audio of 
anthems and sermons, and see upcoming ministries.  
 
“LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME.” 
SPC values children! Children’s bulletins are available by the sanctuary doors. Child 
care for infants and toddlers is available in Rooms 103 and 104, and if you need to 
leave the service with a child, you can listen to the service in the parlor (the first room 
on your right as you walk through the front right sanctuary door). 
 
THESE MAY HELP 
If you’d like a large-print hymnal or hearing assistance device, please ask an usher. 
(Both are available on tables at the back of the sanctuary.) We’ve reserved 
accessibility parking spaces on Market Street (next to the church) with large orange 
cones. Our building is wheelchair accessible at both Market Street entrances. 
 
ABOUT WORSHIP 
The sermons in July and August will address Bible passages that you suggest 
because you have questions about them. We’ll begin next week with Jesus’ 
admonition to “turn the other cheek.” To prepare, please read Matthew 5:38-42. To 
submit a perplexing Bible passage or question about the Bible, please use the insert 
in this bulletin or email pastor Will at will.robinson@salempres.org or by calling/ 
texting him at 540-525-9733. We look forward to this unique opportunity to explore 
God’s Word with you! CDs of previous sermons and anthems are available at the 
back of the sanctuary. The Call to Worship this morning is based on Psalm 24:1, 
Psalm 33:12, and Proverbs 14:34. 
 
We’re live-streaming worship on our Facebook page. This is a service to members 
unable to attend and an extension of our mission to share “the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed, so that all people may know Him as Lord and Savior.” We’re live-
streaming though Facebook because it’s free, but we plan to live-stream through our 

THE LORD’S DAY SERVICE 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 30, 2019 
10:00 AM 

 
Chiming the Hour 
 
Welcome and Announcements        
 
Prelude   “America the Beautiful”                      arr. Cindy Berry 
 
*Call to Worship                            Fran Ferguson, Elder 

Leader:  The earth is the Lord’s and all who live on it! 
People:  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord! 
Leader:  Right living exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people. 
People:  May the righteousness of the Lord be known in the earth.  
Leader:   May God shed His love and grace on our land and every land. 
People:  Amen! 

 
*Hymn 337   “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” 
 
*Prayer of Adoration                   Rev. Janet Chisom 
 
Prayer of Confession (beginning with silent confession) 

Gracious Lord, as individuals and as a nation, we confess our unfaithfulness: at 
times we don’t do what’s right in your eyes and fail to love You and our neighbors. 
Yet, even when we’re unfaithful, You are faithful, and Your steadfast love never 
ends. In Your mercy, forgive our sins—both personal and national—and, through 
Your Spirit, help us to be beacons of Your love, goodness, and faithfulness to all 
people. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  based on Psalm 130 
Leader:  If God kept a record of our sins, who would stand a chance? 
People:  But with God there is forgiveness! 
Leader:  For God’s steadfast love never ends! 
People:  God has redeemed us from all of our sins in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
*Hymn 582   “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
 
Word with the Children 

After the Word with the Children, children three and younger may  
return to the nursery; children four and older will remain in the sanctuary. 

 
Welcome of New Members 

 
Anthem    “This is My Song”                 arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 
This is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my dreams, 
my holy shrine; but other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams 
as true and high as mine. My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight 
beams on cloverleaf and pine; but other lands have sunlight, too, and clover, and 
skies are everywhere as blue as mine. O hear my song, Thou God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. This is my prayer, O Lord of all earth’s 
kingdoms: Thy kingdom come; on earth Thy will be done. Let Christ be lifted up till 
all shall serve Him and hearts united learn to live as one. O hear my prayer, Thou 
God of all the nations; myself I give Thee; let Thy will be done. God of all nations, 
O hear my song! 

 
Scripture Reading  Galatians 5:1, 13-25                 NT p. 190 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon    “From Slavery to Freedom!”              Dr. Will Robinson 
 
 

website once we settle on the best platform. 
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God by members Kim and Mike Murray.  
 
We welcome new members Fred and Sally Baker! We thank God for them and for the 
gifts they bring to the Body of Christ here. Please introduce yourself and let them 
know how glad we are to have them with us. If you’d like to learn more about SPC or 
join this family of faith, please meet in the Sanctuary for our next Explore SPC 
gathering on Sunday, September 22, at 9:00 AM. 
 
We thank Pam Elgin for adding to the joy of our worship today! 
 

GROW 
 
DISCIPLE MEANS “LEARNER.” 
We encourage everyone to be life-long learners of the Lord by committing to one of 
the following classes at 9:00 AM: 
 Children and Youth (Gresham Hall) 
 “Re-Creation”! We’re re-creating by praying, reading the Bible, and 
 strengthening relationships with one another through play and activities 
 such as sidewalk  chalk, bubbles, balls, and crafts. Join us! 
 Adults (Room 210) 
 July 7, 14, 21—“Christ Is Not Jesus’ Last Name!” led by Hank Sullivan 

 
Vacation Bible School (July 8-12) and High School Mini-Missions (July 22-26) 
registration forms are available. These ministries are great ways to learn Bible stories, 
strengthen friendships, and serve in the community in Christ’s name. Register NOW! 
If you’d like more information or to volunteer, please contact pastor Janet (540-389-
3881 or janet.chisom@salempres.org). 
 

SERVE 
 
“LET US PRAY…” 
Please pray for the following members: Anne Bach, Bob Bullock, the family of Mouse 
Cosby, the family of Lellen Dawson, Judy Garst, Bob Goodwin, Laura Hart, Toni Jolly, 
Erik Johnson, Doug Kayton, Emily Cole Kelliher, the family of Jim Lawrence, Sandy 
Lipes, Anna Oedel, Freeman Sleeper, Mamie Sleeper, Maria Stallions, Wanda 
Thompson, and John Wood. 
 
Please also pray for these mission partners: 
 CEDEPCA in Guatemala. They provide disaster assistance, theological training, 

and vital ministry to women.  
 Renee Bach and Serving His Children. They fight malnutrition in Uganda. 
 Member John Ellison who volunteers in disaster/crisis ministry with Samaritan’s 

Purse. 
 Leslie Vogel who’s a PCUSA mission co-worker serving in Central America. 
 
“LOOK FOR THE HELPERS.” — MISTER ROGERS 
 We welcome back SPC members from their mission trip! This past week, Mary 

Lou and Stewart Bruce, Janet Chisom, Jay and Katelyn Crumpacker, Emily 
Johnson, Emma Johnson, and Karen Nelson were in Newport, NC, where they 
helped rebuild homes after last fall’s hurricanes. 

 Family Promise (FP)—Help us serve these homeless children and their families 
in Christ’s name by hosting them July 7-14. Sign up outside Gresham Hall. 
Questions? Contact SPC’s co-0rdinators Susan Taylor (540-387-3193) or Carolyn 
Greene (540-797-0248). 

 The Salem Fresh Ideas Garden (on SPC property behind the Marshall House) will 
need volunteers to help harvest produce soon. Questions? Contact member 
Rachel Burks (rachelcb@vt.edu or 540-816-0392 ). All produce is donated to the 
Salem-Roanoke County Food Pantry to help people in need. 

 Vacation Bible School needs items to help us teach some of our youngest 
disciples. Sign up outside Gresham Hall. Thank you! 


